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Her stirring speech at the 1894 General Conference 
led to the first foreign missions venture of 
the Brethren in Christ Church. 
But how much do you really know 
about Rhoda Lee? 
The Bre th ren in Chr i s t e n t e r e d fo re ign m i s s i o n s in t he 
late 19 th century. S o m e p e o p l e w e n t , o the r s gave m o n e y , 
w h i l e still o t h e r s i n sp i r ed a n d p r o d d e d . R h o d a Lee w a s 
a m o n g t h e latter. I n he r brief , six-year a p p e a r a n c e o n t h e 
Bre th ren in Chr is t stage, he r Visitor articles, in tens i ty of 
convic t ions , a n d i m p a c t at G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e qua l i f i ed 
h e r as a player in t h e n o w 100-year-old m i s s i o n s d r a m a . 
If y o u like history, b iog raphy , c h u r c h life, o r even a li t t le 
i n f o r m e d specu l a t i on , you ' l l f i n d Searching for Rhoda Lee 
w o r t h y o u r t ime . W h o w a s R h o d a Lee? You decide . 
Searching for Rhoda Lee contains photos, maps and other 
illustrations, and the full text of all of Rhoda Lee's articles 
which appeared in the Evangelical Visitor. The author, 
Helen Johns, was editorial assistant at Evangel Publishing 
House from 1983-1994. 
Paperback, 224 pages $10.95 (U.S . ) 
Two books for Early Elementary-age children... 
Originally published in hardcover in 1967, this engaging book 
about pioneer missionary Jesse Engle is now available in paperback. 
THE EVERYWHERE MISSIONARY is the story of a man who 
tells people about Jesus in Pennsylvania, in Virginia, 
in Kansas, and finally in Africa. 
Paperback, 40 pages, text and full color illustrations 
by Noreen Trautwein $4.95 (U.S.) 
Long-time church leader E. J. Swalm was a champion 
of peace and non-resistance. E.J. MAKES GOOD 
CHOICES tells the story of E.J.'s growing up on a 
farm in Canada and his willingness to go to jail as 
a young man for his Christian convictions. 
Paperback, 32 pages, text by Sandi Hannigan, full color 
illustrations by Kris Westbeld $4.95 (U.S.) 
Order through your local Christian Light Bookstore 
or call toll-free (800) 253-9315 
Evangel Publishing House 
2000 Evangel Way • P.O. Box 189 • Nappanee, IN 46550 
VISA and Mastercard orders accepted 9806EV 
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by Frank Nolton 





RECENTLY evangelical leaders called for a forty-day period of prayer and fasting for national revival. I hope that it was a life changing experience for those who 
participated. However, I've been wonder-
ing if it became just "another thing to do" 
in the church, or if it was ignored altogeth-
er. Virtually all Christians agree that 
revival is needed in our country and the 
world. Government scandals, uncontrolled 
crime, and rampant immorality are vivid 
reminders that genuine revival is the only 
way out of the mess in which we find our-
selves. But that leaves us with a burning 
question: Where is the church in all of 
this? 
There seem to be more "born again" 
Christians in the U.S. and Canada than 
ever before, but never before has the 
Church been more powerless. Why is this 
r 
so? We are powerless because we are 
prayerless, and we are prayerless because 
we are passionless for God. Why is it that 
Christian recording artists, comedians, and 
personalities perform to sell-out crowds, 
but our prayer meetings scarcely attract 
more than a handful. Have we become like 
the church in Ephesus that has lost its first 
love (Revelation 2:1-7)? Have we taken 
the route of the Laodicean church that 
became lukewarm and considered itself 
rich, even though Christ said that it was 
"wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked" 
(Revelation 3:14-17)? It is time for the 
church of Jesus Christ to take a long hard 
look at itself and ask the Lord to reveal to 
us what we have become. We have our 
"programs": Bible studies, Sunday school, 
weekday clubs, small groups, men's and 
women's retreats, etc. We do all kinds of 
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"churchy" things but have we lost our first 
love? 
We have conformed to the world's ways 
and philosophies instead of leading the 
world into God's ways and philosophies. 
Matthew 15:8, quoting Isaiah 29:13, says: 
"These people honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me." We've 
become tolerant of things that, just a few 
decades ago, would have abhorred us. 
We've become so hardened by movies, TV, 
and books that, as Nancy Leigh DeMoss 
has said, we've forgotten how to blush. We 
blend in with the world so that the world 
can't tell us apart from itself. And we won-
der why more people aren't attracted to 
Christ! The world isn't interested in a "reli-
gion" that looks like itself. 
IT SEEMS that Jesus isn't enough any-more. There are books that use Madison Avenue techniques to market our church-es so that we will grow. Entertainment has replaced solid Bible teaching 
because we're afraid to offend our new-
comers. Modern technology and hype has 
replaced the Holy Spirit in leading worship. 
My friends, if every Christian in the U.S. 
and Canada would live a surrendered, Spir-
it-controlled life and let the light of Jesus 
shine like a beacon through us, don't you 
think people would be attracted to the 
Lord? If we were genuinely excited about 
our relationship with God and enjoyed him 
to the fullest, don't you think that others 
would see and want to know more about it? 
I understand that we need to adapt to the 
culture in which we live. But not at the 
expense of compromise. Jesus is enough in 
any culture or society. If we die to self and 
let him live through us, it wouldn't (for 
example) make any difference what kind of 
music we had in church—rock and roll, 
organ, a capella singing, etc. People would 
come to church because they love the Lord 
and want to know him better. 
As Christians, we each need to ask our-
selves: Do I have a passion for God? Do I 
hunger and thirst for Him? We all have pas-
sions in life. For some it is money; for oth-
ers it could be career, leisure, recreation, or 
power. For a Christian, Christ must be our 
passion. If he isn't, we need to get on our 
faces before God and repent in humility, 
desiring deep inner cleansing from pride, 
self-sufficiency, and worldliness. In Psalm 
51, David cried out to the Lord in repen-
tance for forgiveness and cleansing. In 
verses 16 and 17 he said, "You do not 
delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would bring 
it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offer-
ings. The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
you will not despise." 
Brokenness is the only way to true 
repentance and revival. To be broken in 
God's hands is to surrender to him in every 
aspect of our lives. Only in deep humility 
are we lifted up. We often think of revival 
as a time of great joy. This might be a by-
product of revival, but true revival starts 
with sorrow, sadness, and sometimes tears. 
We must see ourselves as God sees us, see 
him in his perfect holiness, and, like Job, 
repent in dust and ashes. We must die to 
self so that Christ can live through us. John 
12:24 says "Unless a kernel of wheat falls 
to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many 
seeds." It is in dying that we live. It is in 
brokenness that we are whole. And it is in 
surrender that we have victory! 
IF REVIVAL IS TO COME, it will not start on a national, community, or church level. It will start with individuals like you and me falling on our faces before God in humility and repentance, asking 
for forgiveness. Then as we experience 
revival, others will catch our excitement 
and joy in the Lord and experience revival. 
When we catch fire, it becomes like a forest 
fire that catches everything around it on 
fire. Revival is contagious! My friends, let's 
not settle for a mediocre Christianity. God 
has a banquet table prepared for us; let's 
not settle for Twinkies. Come before God 
in repentance and let him touch you in a 
way that you will never be the same again. 
Rekindle your passion for God, and hunger 
and thirst for Him. Fall in love with Jesus 
all over again, and renew the excitement of 
knowing the Almighty God of the universe 
in an intimate way. There needs to be 
revival in the church (that is, in you and 
me) before there will ever be a national 
revival. And there is only one way to true 
revival: "If anyone would to come after me, 
he must deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me" (Matthew 16:24). My 
friends, die—and live! 
This article was developed from a sermon the 
author preached at the Alta Loma (Calif.) Brethren 
in Christ Church, where he serves as Minister of 
Adult Nurture. 
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I never grieved for my father. He left home early 




by Ken R. Abel! 
, Ken Abell pastors the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Morrison, III. 
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HE HAD BEEN NURSING A TOOTHACHE for several days, and that morning I remember asking him how it felt. He replied that it wasn't bothering him too much, but that he 
knew it would begin hurting once he got outside in the cold. At 
around 2:20 that afternoon, his throbbing jaw didn't matter anymore; 
nothing mattered anymore because he was killed in an industrial 
accident. He didn't fall asleep; he didn't shuffle off the mortal coil; 
he didn't pass away; he didn't get transferred to glory, or any of 
those other softsoap euphemisms. He was killed. His body was 
crushed by a fully-loaded Euclid dump truck. 
He was forty-two years old and as healthy as the proverbial 
horse. He had been a boxer and wrestler before I ever knew him, 
and though he had gained a few extra middle age pounds, he was 
still an agile, two-fisted man with a round, cherubic face and eyes 
that twinkled gleefully whenever he met a physical challenge. 
There was a notch in his chin that appeared to have been carved 
out by a hatchet. He was a domineering and imposing man who 
taught me lessons about character, perseverance, and vision that 
remain a part of me to this day. Like all human beings, he had his 
flaws, not the least of which was zero patience and a rabid temper 
that had a hair trigger. But he was my Dad and he was my hero. I 
loved him—still do, as a matter of fact. 
From my earliest recollection, I wanted to walk in his foot-
steps. I wanted to get married and have children so that I could be 
a father like him. He cared passionately for his family and was 
actually the glue that held us together. He left a wife and five chil-
dren. I was the one in the middle. I had two older sisters, one 
younger brother, and one younger sister. I was fifteen years old 
and because of the way I had been raised, I denied my grief to 
accept the mantle of responsibility without reservations or hesita-
tions. In the sports terminology that had been so much a part of 
my upbringing, I sucked up my hurt, pain, and grief to do what 
needed to be done for the family. Very rapidly I found myself 
thrust into situations and circumstances beyond my realm of abili-
ty or knowledge. 
SHORTLY AFTER MY FATHER WAS KILLED, my mother struggled through a period of emotional and physical diffi-culties which only served to intensify my ingrained need to 
be strong. I couldn't hurt or cry or be weak because my mother 
and younger brother and sister needed me. A teenager is not 
equipped to attend parent-teacher events at school, but I played 
that role as best I could, along with other similar roles that sum-
moned a maturity in me that I neither felt or particularly desired. 
The friends who I had gone to grade school with were all busi-
ly involved in the regular kind of coming-of-age shenanigans that 
were seldom, if ever, a part of my experience. There was no room 
or time for me to explore the perfectly normal questions and emo-
tions churning up inside me, so I choked them off and smothered 
them little by little and bit by bit. By the time I was seventeen, I 
had the outward appearance of strength and stability, but inside 1 
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was a teetering wall ready to collapse. I had an old man's 
heart and a whipped puppy's need to run away and hide 
in some dark corner. 
I didn't know it at the time, but shutting down my 
emotions would have serious repercussions on my 
future. I married at nineteen and we started a family 
immediately, but the wound on my psyche was a swollen 
sore that prevented me from being the devoted father I 
desired to be. The denial of grief festered within me like 
an unlanced boil that continued to fill with poisonous 
pus until it finally exploded in a mad-at-the-world fit of 
rage that scared those closest to me. There was no way 
for them to comprehend how my anger manifested itself, 
and I was in no condition to help them because it took all 
I had to just hang on and not let go. The mushroom 
cloud fallout sent me into an emotional and spiritual tail-
spin that swallowed me whole and almost destroyed me. 
ONCE FREE OF ITS FRAGILE CONTAINER, the bottled-up pain had a toxic quality that seeped to every nook and cranny of my life, con-
taminating relationships and opportunities. I had a self-
destructive bend that isolated and alienated me from oth-
ers. I dropped out of church and completely cut myself 
off from that circle of friends. I made choices and took 
steps to withdraw from society as much as possible. My 
perspective was colored by a foggy, fatalistic view which 
caused me to believe that a tragedy was waiting for me 
around each and every corner. 
I cannot emphasize enough the negative 
affect this fatalistic fog had on my choic-
es and decisions. I was spinning out of 
control in a downward spiral and I 
expected to crash and burn. Maybe I 
wanted to crash and burn. In my 
mind, I had no future. My father 
died young; I was destined to die 
young. I was haunted by thoughts 
of a violent death for years and 
years to come. I would receive 
middle-of-the-night phone calls 
from my father and wake up in a 
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HEN, IN JANUARY 1989, the smashed wind-
shield and twisted frame of an automobile caused 
a light bulb to go on for me. God got my attention. 
I was in an accident where the car I was driving skidded 
down an embankment and rolled over at least three 
times. The car was totaled; a complete write-off. I had a 
bump on my forehead and a bruise on my leg. Psycho-
logically I was terrified; spiritually I was free falling. 
It so happened that the accident occurred the day 
before my father's birthday. As I lay in the emergency 
room of the hospital waiting for a doctor to examine me, 
I had a long conversation with God. It was a beginning. 
For several hours, I lay in that sterile cubicle staring at 
the ceiling as I emotionally unraveled. Pain, hurt, and 
grief flooded out of me in silent teeth-clenched agony. 
Questions swirled as memories trickled and flashed in 
rapid succession. Waves of grief mixed with waves of 
guilt. Grief for my father; guilt for how I'd wasted my 
life and ill-treated those who loved me. 
Reality sliced at me as I ranted and raved at God. 
Where had he been through all the emotional turmoil of 
my life? There, alone in that hospital emergency room, 
God made his presence extremely real to me. There were 
no flashing lights or any high-energy hoopla, but simply 
a supernatural warmth, peace, and healing that settled 
deep within me. It came to me that God had always been 
with me; he had never abandoned me. I had abandoned 
him; I had chosen to go into the belly of a beast that 
chewed me up and nearly digested me. Right there 
and then I decided to make amends, change my 
life, and find direction and purpose. 
H; 
FOR MORE THAN A DECADE, I led an antisocial hermit-like existence cloistered 
within a meticulously constructed world 
of my own creation. I went through a 
seemingly endless cycle of unemployment 
and underemployment, obviously unable to func-
tion or perhaps choosing not to function. My physical 
appearance became scraggly and unkempt, and my 
health rapidly deteriorated, as I smoked, drank, and gen-
erally abused my body. I put on an enormous amount of 
weight because after all, I had the attitude that nothing 
really mattered, and so what if it did? 
OWEVER, crisis decisions are never 
easy to follow through on, especially 
when they occur in a vacuum. I had 
no idea how to proceed, and because of my 
progressive social isolation, I had no one to 
turn to for advice or counsel. I learned 
firsthand that Kristofferson was correct 
when he wrote about "many wrong direc-
tions on that lonely road back home." 
My mother had carried me to the Sun-
beam Sunday School as a newborn baby, 
and in the back of my mind, I knew that the 
Port Colborne Brethren in Christ Church was 
home. It was where I had grown up, learned 
about Jesus, made a decision for Christ, and as 
a teenager sensed God's call to the ministry. But 
how could I go back there? 
The answer was that in my own strength there was 
no way I could make the sojourn. I had broken too many 
relationships and burned too many bridges to ever hope 
that anyone even cared whether I was dead or alive. Or 
so I thought. That was just one of the deceiver's great 
lies that I had come to believe wholeheartedly. Over the 
next number of months, God orchestrated a series of 
events, circumstances, and contacts that drew me out of 
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"Give me a child from the 
time he is born until he is 
six years old, and I will 
control his destiny 
The person who made this state-ment, and others like him, know the importance of these first years of a child's devel-opment. We basically have six 
years to train our children for life. What 
we teach by our example in those early 
years is almost impossible to change. 
The incredible thing is that these are the 
years that a child least understands lan-
guage. It is not until much later that the 
child becomes truly adept at language 
skills. 
We might well ask the question, 
"How then is this child taught in these 
early years of development?" The 
answer gives a whole new meaning to 
the adage, "action speaks louder than 
words." In a recent issue of Focus on the 
Family magazine, Dr. James Dobson 
presents a challenge to men. It is the 
same challenge that God has set before 
us for centuries. The cover story article is 
entitled "Manhood," and reminds us that 
the chief goal of a father is to pass on the 
mantle of manhood to his sons. The 
question that we need to ask ourselves as 
fathers is this, "How do I turn a little boy 
into a godly man?" 
Men are sometimes called the "priest 
of the home." Yet how many of us truly 
understand what that means ? In the Old 
Testament, the priest was one who 
offered sacrifices to God on behalf of 
the people. In Easton 's Bible Dictionary, 
we learn that "At first every man was 
his own priest, and presented his own 
sacrifices before God. Afterwards that 
office became the responsibility of the 
head of the family, as in the cases of 
Noah (Gen. 8:20), Abraham (Gen. 12:7; 
13:4), Isaac (Gen. 26:25), Jacob (Gen. 
31:54), and Job (Job 1:5)." Three of the 
roles of the priest became that of training 
(teaching or preaching), interceding 
(prayer on behalf of those for whom he 
was responsible), and protecting (from 
spiritual forces and influences contrary to 
God's Word). 
i t J i l l 
by Bert Harkness 
Training 
This is one of the areas where we as a 
modern society have seriously compro-
mised God's standard. Deuteronomy 4:9-
10 says, "Only be careful, and watch 
yourselves closely so that you do not for-
get the things your eyes have seen or let 
them slip from your heart as long as you 
live. Teach them to your children and to 
their children after them. Remember the 
day you stood before the Lord your God 
at Horeb, when he said to me, 'Assemble 
the people before me to hear my words 
so that they may learn to revere me as 
long as they live in the land and may 
teach them to their children.'" 
As Moses speaks for God, he says "be 
careful and watch yourselves closely." 
This is a stern warning. Moses is saying, 
"pay a great deal of attention to this thing 
for your own good." The proof of the 
Tightness of Moses' teaching is in the 
lack of respect that children display for 
the parents who have not taught them 
properly. Teaching our children the ways 
of God will bring us blessing when we 
are older. Failure to teach our children 
the ways of God will bring us problems 
later on. 
God, speaking through Moses, makes 
the spiritual training of the children the 
sole responsibility of the parents. He did 
not say, "be sure to send your children to 
Bible school" nor even to Sunday school. 
Instead, God made their spiritual training 
the responsibility of the parents. The 
problem is that we have developed the 
idea that training is only for the children. 
If then we want our children to learn the 
things of God, we need to set the exam-
ple of wanting to learn those things our-
selves. This means we should bring our 
children to Sunday school and church 
before we do anything else. Too often 
we give our children the wrong message. 
We let everything else take us away from 
the house of God, and thus teach our 
children that those things are more 
important than being in God's house. We 
skip church to go to ball games, or hock-
ey practice, or we miss church because 
we are on vacation. A side issue is that 
we get more exited about the sports page 
than we do about reading God's Word. 
The next part of training our children 
is how we act in the home when nobody 
else is watching. Our children see our 
temper flares. They know what makes 
Exploring 
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us angry. They know what our priorities 
are, often better than we do ourselves. If 
we look at ourselves from our children's 
point of view, we get a much different 
perspective on our family life. 
When Paul was writing to the Eph-
esian church, he told them; "Fathers, do 
not exasperate your children; instead 
bring them up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord" (6:4). Too many 
times we put the responsibility on our 
children by quoting to them the first 
three verses of this chapter and stopping 
there. Paul's instruction in Ephesians 
6:1-3 is for the adult children of Chris-
tians, not for the little ones. (The little 
ones can't read it anyway.) All of this 
letter by Paul is written to adults—those 
who are of full age. You and I are 
responsible for the training of our chil-
dren, and we really have only six years 
in which to do it. 
Interceding 
The priest is one who sacrifices for 
the people. First, the priest leads the cer-
emonial or formal part of the worship. 
He is one who teaches by the example 
of the formal worship service. The 
father who does not participate in the 
formal worship service is by example 
teaching his children to not get involved 
in the church. On the other hand, the 
father who makes family and God the 
priority of his life is setting a godly 
example. What good is it if we teach 
our children to obtain the whole world, 
yet not save their souls? 
Secondly, the priest offers sacrifices. 
And as parents, we make sacrifices. We 
sacrifice time to be with them; we sac-
rifice worldly success to be in church 
with them. Sometimes we have to sacri-
fice our own pleasures to be with our 
children in ways that are most mean-
ingful for their development spiritual-
iy. 
The real problem is that we so often 
think of this as "sacrifices." In reality, 
these are the pleasures of having chil-
dren; who are our delight and our joy. It 
is our privilege to "sacrifice" for our 
children. God has given them to us as an 
"heritage from the Lord" (Psalm 127:3-
5). Remember that our children hear the 
comments we make about them. Even 
the jokes we tell often betray an attitude 
of belittling our children, or perhaps 
merely tolerance instead of true love. 
Defending 
We are to "stand in the gap" for our 
children. When there is no one else who 
will defend them, they should know that 
Dad is always there to defend. This does 
not mean that we do not discipline our 
children. Nor does it mean that we do 
not allow them to feel the consequences 
of their choices. The Bible is clear that 
this is also a parental duty. Have you 
ever seen an unruly child? There is noth-
ing quite so repulsive. Yet by contrast, a 
well-behaved child is a real treasure to 
behold. The opportunity to influence 
them one direction or the other lies with 
us as dads. But, we have only six years 
in which to do it! 
We must defend our children from 
spiritual attack, teaching them how to 
win the spiritual battles that will con-
front them. This is one of those things 
that drives us to prayer. There is no way 
we can defend our children from spiri-
tual attack if we are spiritually weak 
ourselves. How shall we defend our 
families if we ourselves in need of 
defense? God calls us dads to stand in 
the gap for our children. We need to 
teach them to pray effectively for others. 
We do this again, by example. Are you 
teaching your children to pray? Or are 
you raising spiritual dwarfs? 
What do we do when we have 
missed the mark in training our chil-
dren? First of all, we do not just leave 
things alone and hope for the best. That 
is what the enemy of our souls wants 
us to do. As fathers, we need to take the 
initiative as the priest of our homes. We 
need to be honest with our children. We 
have to honestly admit that we have 
failed, and ask them to forgive us. Only 
then can we can begin to refocus on the 
things that have gone wrong. Just as we 
need a clean slate with God by asking 
his forgiveness, we also need a clean 
slate with our children. We cannot leave 
it up to our children to begin the pro-
cess. 
The first part of this process is being 
honest before God concerning the job 
we have done with the "heritage" and 
the stewardship he has given us as 
fathers. After that, we can begin to clean 
up our relationships with our children. 
The author pastors the Kirkland Lake 
(Ont.) Brethren in Christ Church. 
Through the past 
darkly... 
continued from page 7 
myself and edged me ever closer to 
restoration and reconciliation. 
ON FEBRUARY 11, 1990,1 emerged from my self-imposed exile and returned 
to the Port Colborne Church with 
my wife and four sons. I remember 
the date exactly, because in an ironic 
twist that never occurred to me until 
years later, it was the day that Nel-
son Mandela was released f rom 
prison in South Africa. His prison of 
concrete and iron bars had been 
forged by political and racial oppres-
sion, whereas my self-created prison 
had been built with the bricks of 
delayed grief held together by the 
mortar of stubbornness, stupidity, 
and pride. I had labored hard to 
secure my dungeon, but God broke 
down the walls and shattered my 
resistance to his forgiveness and 
love. His Spirit softened my heart 
and brought me to the place where I 
could finally grieve for my father 
and let go of the past pain. No guilt. 
No apology. Just healthy sorrow. 
IHAVE L E A R N E D that grief delayed is grief denied, which on the surface sounds like a legiti-
mate plan of action. But I have also 
learned that grief cannot be con-
tained over the long run because it 
has a life of its own. It needs to be 
set free to run its course; the 
bereavement process must be 
allowed to work itself out in a nor-
mal and natural way. Otherwise, 
grief has a pathological tendency to 
destroy lives, littering the landscape 
with failure, depression, dysfunc-
tion, and broken relationships. 
From this side of my journey 
through the past, I marvel at how 
God kept his hand upon me and 
never allowed me to be consumed 
by my own dark passions, "for his 
compassions never fail. They are 
new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness." ^ 





C l L i l E R A T 
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C E N T I I N I I N I D A I L 
ON JULY 7, it will be one hun-dred years since Jesse and Eliz-abeth Engle, Frances Davidson, 
and Alice Heise (all f rom Kansas!) 
first set foot on the place now known 
as Matopo Mission in the country of 
Zimbabwe. It was the first foreign 
mission point of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, and it had not been easy get-
ting there! It had taken the wisdom 
and inspiration and courage of many 
brothers and sisters. Sister Rhoda Lee 
had played a part as she raised the 
consciousness of the church gathered 
in General Conference in Kansas in 
1894 to the great need that existed 
around the world for the gospel mes-
sage. Elder Jacob Stauffer had resist-
ed the lack of response which fol-
lowed Sister Lee ' s speech and had 
given the five dollar bill that gave 
birth to the first foreign mission fund. 
The mission board members had 
wanted to have another man in this 
first missionary party, but when none 
came forward, Barbara Hershey (also 
f rom Kansas!) joined the group in 
Harrisburg, Pa., just before they sailed 
from New York. However, when the 
party left Cape Town to travel north to 
Bulawayo, Sister Hershey stayed in 
South Africa, sensing the call of God 
to work in the compounds of Johan-
nesburg with another missionary cou-
ple. 
SSTER DAVIDSON kept a diary of these early days of mission activity and she wrote a book 
about her experiences entitled South 
and South Central Africa. Dr. Morris 
Sider, our church archivist, has under-
taken to celebrate this centennial year 
by wr i t ing a comple t e his tory of 
Brethren in Christ Missions. He has 
been traveling, interviewing, and col-
lect ing mater ia l for this book for 
years. The first volume, the history 
book, will be released toward the end 
of this year. Pre-publication special 
orders are now being taken for this 
book through Evangel Publ ishing 
House. The second volume, a collec-
tion of biographical sketches, will 
come later. 
OVER THIS past century, fur-| loughing miss ionar ies have shared stories and testimonies 
as they traveled among the churches 
of North America. In this centennial 
year, a drama will be presented to por-
tray the perspective of the Ndebele 
people as four Brethren in Christ from 
Kansas came to live and work and 
teach and preach among them. 
Z i m b a b w e a n Isaac M p o f u , the 
author of the drama, was born in what 
he calls "Brethren in Christ territory." 
He attended a Brethren in Christ pri-
mary school, became an educator and 
eventually an administrator in both 
mission and government schools, and 
finally was Deputy Secretary of Edu-
cation for the government. This ver-
sion of Brethren in Christ missions 
history is unlike any other that has 
been available. As Mpofu says, "The 
play is in English, but the thought pat-
terns are completely Ndebele." Even 
today the dynamics of church and cul-
ture are not understood—they are still 
being talked about and debated. In 
those early days, people weren't near-
by Esther Spurrier 
ly as aware of the huge differences 
that separate peoples. This play will 
raise questions and stir more discus-
sion which will enhance understand-
ing of our brothers and sisters in other 
countries. But it will also celebrate 
the extraordinary power of the gospel 
as taught and lived by ordinary, obe-
dient servants of Christ. 
The Brethren in Christ Historical 
Society and Brethren in Christ World 
Missions have the privilege of spon-
soring the premiere performance of 
this drama during General Confer-
ence. The General Conference per-
formance will be videotaped and will 
be available to congregations from the 
missions office. 
ACENTURY AGO, Brethren in Christ missionaries understood L how important it was to reach 
and teach truth to children. As the 
average age of the world's population 
gets younger and younger, this part 
of missions becomes even more cru-
cial. Today, Brethren in Christ church-
es in the United States and Canada, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, and India operate 
Christian schools. Missionaries and 
church members in Colombia also 
work together to reach street children 
and their families. 
Zimbabwean Brethren in Christ 
author and educator Doris Dube has 
written a book that will be enjoyed 
by children of all ages. Zulu helps us 
to see l i fe in Z i m b a b w e and the 
effects of Brethren in Christ Missions 
through the eyes of a child. Doris will 
be joining our centennial celebrations 
here in North America and will be 
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able to travel with the drama team to 
meet peop le and to au tograph her 
books. 
FR O M L O V E F E A S T S to carry-in meals, f rom feeding "tramps" to hosting visitors to planning 
small-group suppers, food has been 
an important part of Brethren in Christ 
life through the years—both here and 
overseas. Miss ionar ies struggled to 
learn to enjoy strange foods. Africans 
couldn ' t understand why missionar-
ies carried mugs of coffee from place 
to p l a c e as they wen t abou t the i r 
work. In fact, an exhaustive treatise 
could probably be written on "food 
and the Brethren in Christ." 
Now, to mark one hundred years 
of breaking bread around the world, 
Brethren in Christ World Missions is 
happy to present Celebration of Hos-
pitality. Erma Sider, former mission-
ary to India, and her committee have 
put together more than 200 pages of 
recipes, stories, and proverbs about 
food f rom Brethren in Christ homes 
around the world. This book explains 
different eating customs, shares sto-
ries of hospitality given and received, 
and p r o v i d e s r ec ipes of de l i c ious 
food. 
TH E C U R R E N T DEBATE about music and worship did not begin wi th the p r e s e n t g e n e r a t i o n . 
Many still remember when no musi-
ca l i n s t r u m e n t s w e r e a l l o w e d in 
Brethren in Christ places of worship. 
M i s s i o n a r i e s a lso f a c e d p r o b l e m s 
when it came to incorporating music 
into the wor sh ip of new Chr is t ian 
groups around the world. 
Benjamin Marandi was a jan guru, 
a head witchdoctor among the Santal 
of northern India. When he came to 
Christ, he would noji longer touch a 
drum because that is what he had used 
in spirit worship. So he traveled about 
in evangelistic meetings with a violin. 
But as young people began to come to 
C h r i s t , they m i s s e d the r h y t h m i c 
music they had previously enjoyed. 
So B r e t h r e n in Chr i s t m i s s i o n a r y 
Al len B u c k w a l t e r inven ted a new 
ins t rument f r o m a f ru i t can and a 
string with which Chris t ians could 
"plunk-out" rhythms to go with the 
new tex ts of w o r s h i p m u s i c they 
wrote. This instrument, which Allen 
called a "cantone," caught on quickly 
and became very popular. It is still 
used only among the Santal of North 
Bihar. 
D w i g h t T h o m a s — a n expe r t in 
music of other cultures—has traveled 
to Brethren in Christ churches around 
the world collecting video and audio 
tapes of different kinds of music and 
worship. The result is Faces of Wor-
ship>, a dynamic, 30-minute video cap-
turing the energetic spirit of worship 
across the Brethren in Christ world. A 
l a r g e r c o l l e c t i o n of m u s i c f r o m 
around the Brethren in Christ world 
will a lso be avai lable on compac t 
disk. Dwight will be teaching some 
international worship music at the 
1998 General Conference as the work 
of God among and through the Breth-
ren in Christ is celebrated together. 
The Brethren in Christ celebrate 
what God has done in the past 100 
years and wait in hope and expecta-
tion for future ministry opportunities 
and blessings. 
Esther Spurrier served on the Centennial 
Celebration Committee as plans have been 
made to celebrate 100 years of Brethren in 
Christ World Missions ministry. She and her 
husband John served at Macha Mission Hos-
pital in Zambia for twelve years in the 1970s 
and '80s. They are currently representatives-
at-large for the Board for World Missions. 
Brethren in Christ World Missions presents 
An original Zimbabwean Drama by playwright Isaac Mpofu 
iA troupe of Zimbabwean Actors will be traveling across the eastern portions of North America, portraying the earliest days of Brethren in Christ World Missions at Matopo Mission in Africa. Noted author Doris Dube will be accompanying the group and will be avail-able to 
sign copies of her 
newest book Zulu, published as part 
of the centennial celebration. <1. VJLP ^ / / j e a i ' S 
of Brethren in^/Christ 
W O R L D MISSIONS 1898 1998 
S C H E D U L E O F P E R F O R M A N C E S 
Sunday, July 5, 7:00 p.m. 
General Conference, Grantham 
(Messiah College), Pa. 
Wednesday, July 8, 6:30 p.m. 
Kitchener-Waterloo (West 
Heights Church), Ontario 
Thursday, July 9, 6:30 p.m. 
Fort Erie (Riverside Chapel -
NCC), Ontario 
Saturday, July 11, 7:00 p.m. 
Roxbury Camp Tabernacle,Pa. 
Sunday, July 12, 7:00 p.m. 
Martinsburg (Roaring Spring 
Middle School), Pa. 
Tuesday, July 14, 7:00 p.m. 
North Baltimore Mennonite 
Church, Md. 
Wednesday, July 15, 7:00 p.m. 
Mifflintown (Cedar Grove 
Church), Pa. 
Thursday, July 16, 7:00 p.m. 
Mechanicsburg (Messiah 
Village), Pa. 
Saturday, July 18, 7:00 p.m. 
Lancaster (Mennonite High 
School), Pa. 
Sunday, July 19, 6:00 p.m. 
Lancaster (Mennonite High 
School), Pa. 
Wednesday, July 22, 2:00 p.m. 
West Milton (Memorial Holiness 
Camp), Ohio 
Friday, July 24, 6:30 p.m. 
Massillon (Amherst Community 
Church), Ohio 
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7 3 k perils md fiUssin^s 
oi sin^Uness 
OVER the past quarter century I've watched a little girl grow in Christ, in the church, and 
in Christian service in a tough urban 
setting. I 've watched her with 
delight, thanksgiving, and praise to 
God. She has excelled in ministry 
and in godly character. But in the 
eyes of some, she's defective 
because she is single. 
"I don't understand why you're 
not married yet," some friends tell 
her. She interprets this as, "Well, 
obviously there must be something 
wrong with you." 
This is a burden she really doesn't 
need, but unfortunately she and 
many, many other women missionar-
ies carry it every day. It's ironic that 
while we support them, pray for 
them, and cheer them on in their 
work, we slap them down and make 
them feel like lepers. On the field. 
I am overwhelmed 
by the single women 
I can name who 
have taken on highly 
significant roles in 
making Jesus 
known and in 
serving his people. 
often they find equal treatment as 
illusory as a desert mirage. 
As I read my missionary letter, 
and look at my world map, I am 
overwhelmed by the single women I 
can name who have taken on highly 
significant roles in making Jesus 
known and in serving his people. 
Some I have worked closely with, 
with great appreciation for their 
skills, their witness, and their 
Christlikeness. Each has worked 
through the painful issue of single-
ness in her own way, without acting 
like a martyr. 
We have to recognize that, in 
addition to all of the other ministry 
responsibilities they carry, they also 
live with the stigma of singleness. 
Rather than add to their difficulties 
with our insensitive questions, we 
should pray for them to receive the 
unique love of Jesus reserved for 
them. 
Thank God that week in and 
week out, single women enter mis-
sionary service for the first time. 
However, many have not yet 
resolved the issue of their single-
ness. They are encouraged to deal 
with it during prefield counseling, 
but, like a nagging backache, it 
rarely goes away. On the field, away 
from family and friends, the longing 
for companionship intensifies. They 
need trusted friends with whom they 
can talk freely. What they don't 
need are aspersions from friends 
who think they must find a man. 
Answers don't come overnight, 
especially for young women. They 
find it hard to admit their struggle. 
The woman whose missionary 
career I have followed closely is 
now in her 30s. She has faced her 
singleness with spiritual aplomb and 
courage. 
Drawing upon an analogy from 
professional sports, she says that she 
is God's "free agent" holding out for 
his best offer. In the meantime, she's 
playing hard on his "free agent" 
team. Should the time come for 
marriage, she'll be ready. 
June 1998 
Single women currently serving under 
Brethren in Christ World Missions: 
Melanie Hawbaker, Colombia, children's ministry 
Norma Hoist, Colombia, teacher of MKs 
Jacqueline (Jackie) Carr, Middle East, teacher 
Angela (Angie) Heise, Middle East, evangelism 
Esther Lenhert, Nepal, health education 
Miriam (Mim) Stern, Philadelphia, international student ministry 
Erin Hoffman, Venezuela, teacher of MKs 
Melissa Johnston, Venezuela, teacher of MKs 
Edith Miller, Zambia, adult education 
Rachel Copenhaver, Zambia, nurse 
Phyllis Engle, Zambia, librarian 
Lois Jean Sider, Zambia, professor 
Susan Pierce, Zimbabwe, student development 
Joyce Oldham, Zimbabwe, nurse 
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But what about the perils of sin-
gleness? She admits that she has 
spent too many years and too much 
time and energy wistfully looking at 
the "greener grass" to the neglect of 
her personal growth and focus in 
ministry. 
The blessings? Foremost, she 
knows this is God's intention for her 
life at this time. Beyond that, she 
knows she could not have done what 
she has done in ministry for the past 
10 years had she been married. She 
knows she could not have lived as 
biculturally as she has. Bottom line: 
"I thank God for my singleness." 
As we pray for our single women 
missionary friends, we must bring 
God this aspect of their lives. Pray 
for more than the work they do. Pray 
that they will not keep looking at the 
"greener grass," to the neglect of 
their own walk with Christ and their 
ministry focus. Pray that they will 
know how to handle those who 
unthinkingly ask them why they 
aren't married. These women are so 
essential to what God is doing 
around the world that we must not 
lose them to the perils of their sin-
gleness. 
Jim Reapsome is editor-at-large for 
World Pulse and Evangelical Missions 
Quarterly. Reprinted from the February 6, 
1998 issue of World Pulse. Box 794. 
Wheaton 11 60189. 
y 
by Kirsten Horak 
Part of my job at Pacific Life-
line is to sort through donations, 
and due to the generosity of people 
who know about our shelter, there 
seems to be a steady stream of toys, 
clothing, etc. However, the stream 
had recently turned into a flood, 
and I was having to work hard at 
keeping on top of the piles of cloth-
ing that were coming in. As I sort-
ed and distributed, I noticed that a 
majority of the clothing was in the 
sizes needed by a particular moth-
er, Nancy,* and her two children. I 
remembered when she would shyly 
ask if anything her size had come 
in; and how after asking for paja-
mas for her four-year-old daughter, 
the perfect pajama set came in the 
next day. Now I was daily setting 
c l o t h i n g a s ide f o r her to look 
through. This was not a coinci-
dence. It suddenly occurred to me 
that t he re was a h ighe r p o w e r 
involved in this chain of events. 
Something was spurring people to 
give their clothes—a few who had 
come had even seemed a bit reluc-
tant abou t g iv ing their c lo thes 
away, but did it anyway. I had to get 
down to the bottom of this mystery, 
and I knew it would not be difficult 
to do. 
T h e nex t t i m e N a n c y c a m e 
down the hall to look at some of 
the clothing I had set aside, I asked 
her, "Nancy, have you been praying 
to God for clothing to come in for 
you?" She giggled shyly, and said 
in her wonderful Ethiopian accent, 
"Yes! God answers my prayers. I 
can neve r t h a n k God e n o u g h 
because he always provides for me. 
I never want for anything because 
of him." I knew it!! Nancy is a per-
son of prayer and strong faith. 1 
knew she was b e h i n d G o d ' s 
spurring of people to donate cloth-
ing to our shelter. I laughed and 
told her she was responsible for the 
influx of clothing donations with 
which I had been overwhelmed. 
Nancy is a beautiful woman— 
both inside and out—and she radi-
ates God's love. She and her chil-
dren had lived a fairly wealthy life 
wi th her h u s b a n d b e f o r e she 
returned to Ethiopia to care for her 
dying mother. Upon her return to 
the United States, her husband had 
disappeared, and she ended up in a 
short term homeless shelter. What a 
change in lifestyle for her—going 
from having plenty to having, in 
material terms, nothing. But Nancy 
still feels like she has a full life. 
She once said that whether God 
gives her one penny or one hun-
dred dollars, that would be enough 
for her because he will take care of 
her and her two children. She has 
known the "easy" life, but is able to 
find joy in the life that has now 
been handed to her. As she works 
to make life better for herself and 
her chi ldren, her a t t i tude is an 
inspiration to all who know her. 
Nancy's children are beautiful 
as well. They have their mother's 
warm smile and caring attitude, and 
they are always well-behaved. The 
other night dur ing a ch i ld ren ' s 
meeting, a special guest was telling 
the story of Jesus healing the blind 
man. Matthew, who is six years 
old, was asking a million questions. 
One of the ques t ions was why 
Jesus calls heaven his home. As the 
volunteer explained that Jesus is 
with his Father in heaven, which is 
their home, Matthew said, "Like 
this is our home?" Yes, Matthew, 
like this is our home. How won-
derful that Pacific Lifeline can pro-
vide a ca r ing e n v i r o n m e n t f o r 
Matthew, his sister, and their moth-
er in which they can feel at home. 
And what a delight it is to have 
such a beautiful family within our 
home. 
Nancy is mastering her English 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n sk i l l s and is 
enrol led in a Cer t i f ied Nurs ing 
Assistant course. She also is learn-
ing how she can use her embroi-
dery skills in the United States as 
she did in Ethiopia, where her skill 
was highly valued. 
*All names have been changed. Pacific 
Lifeline is one of the ministries located in 
the former Upland College facility, 
Upland, Calif. 






by Quinn Buck 
Have a glass of water. Don't worry 
about its milky, brown color or the 
things floating around and around. Par-
asites? Well, what you can't see won't 
requires us to boil or filter, should we 
want to consume it. We could collect 
the rain water, but we seem to be miss-
ing all the rain this year and so the 
buckets remain dry. Dam water comes 
from a local pond which has been built 
up to hold water. This pond is host to 
many birds and wildlife as well as a 
number of cows. Therefore, it comes 
out of the taps pretty dirty and polluted, 
as there is no filtering system in place. 
They say Canadians are obsessed 
with talking about the weather. For us 
in Macha, the obsession has changed 
from "weather" to "water." At least it 
still starts with "w." It's amazing how 
dependen t we 
are on water— 
clean water. It's 
only when faced 
with the cha l -
lenge of having 
to conserve clean 
source of borehole water was eliminat-
ed and therefore we had to resort to 
our other two options. In speaking to 
my family in Canada, I mentioned our 
latest challenge, and from that a net-
working process began involving fam-
ily, friends, churches, and many people 
we have never met. The "Pump Fund" 
was established with the total cost of 
purchasing a new pump for Macha as 
the goal. (The "Pump Fund" was estab-
lished with the approval of Brethren in 
Christ World Missions.) 
Since the first pump burnt out, the 
last backup pump was put into use. 
This meant that should this pump burn 
out, we would be without borehole 
water for an unforeseeable length of 
time. To our dismay, this backup pump 
burnt out on the eve of March 5. As 
God would have it, our new pump 
arrived that same day. It was installed 
the fo l lowing Saturday and w e — 
hurt you. Besides, they're just there for 
dramatic effect. If you would like to 
have a bath, just wash in it. Yes, you do 
feel refreshed when you get out, even if 
you don't feel clean. Would you mind 
if I returned your clothes a different 
shade than they are now? Our washing 
machine seems to have an agenda of its 
own when it comes to color. 
H e r e at M a c h a we have th ree 
options when it comes to using water. 
We can use borehole water which 
comes from three wells dug in the area. 
This water is clean and clear, but 
Quinn Buck, a single male missionary, has 
been teaching the children of Dr. and Mrs. 
Craig Hogg at Macha Mission in Zambia 
since September 1997. His home is Elliot 
Lake, Ontario, Canada. The unavailability of 










water and use dirty water that we real-
ize how blessed we are in North Amer-
ica. The Zambians seem to take it all in 
stride. We Canadians become a little 
stressed. 
Last November, the pump to our 
borehole burnt out during a brownout, 
which happens when the electricity is 
just barely on. With no pump, our 
everyone here at Macha Mission Hos-
pital—are so grateful to those of you 
who organized and gave to the pur-
chase of this new pump. 
So now, because of your generosity 
we Canadians can return our conver-
sation back to what we know best, the 
weather. So how's the weather where 
you all are, eh? [2 
14 Evangelical Visitor June 1998 
God at work in our world 
Pills and prayer 
In early 1997, Eleanor Poe and her hus-
band, Marshall, began serving in 
Nicaragua. They also served in the 1970s 
and '80s under Brethren in Christ World 
Missions in both Zambia and Nicaragua. 
Their church home is Lancaster (Pa.) 
Brethren in Christ. 
One Friday a neighbor girl came to 
ask for some pain pills for her mom. 1 
was aware of her problem, but felt uneasy 
about simply giving some medications 
without seeing her. When I went with the 
daughter, I was upset with how the moth-
er looked. She was in so much pain from 
a sore on her leg that she had not slept for 
two nights nor had she eaten. She could 
hardly move because of the pain. The pre-
vious night she had taken Ibuprofen 800 
mg and it did nothing for her. All I had to 
offer was Ibuprofen 200 mg. She took 
two of those and asked me to have the 
church pray for her that evening. I was 
really concerned about her, suggesting to 
her family that they take her to a doctor 
even though she did not want to go. The 
next afternoon I was surprised to see her 
walking up the hill to my house. The 
severe pain had left the previous evening 
as the church prayed for her. She slept 
well that night and had been able to eat on 
Saturday. She does not come to church, 
but she recognized that it was God who 
touched her that night. 
It's all worthwhile 
Rachel Kibler and her husband, George, 
are in their fourth year of service in 
Choma, Zambia, serving as host and host-
ess at Nahumba Guest House. They gave 
two previous terms of service in the late 
1950s through the early '70s. Their home 
congregation is Cumberland Valley in 
Dillsburg, Pa. 
The Jesus film ministry has started for 
this year. Last weekend we showed it and 
30 serious seekers remained for prayer. 
One young woman Rachel counseled 
said, "I have never before been convinced 
that Christianity was for me, but when I 
saw how he suffered, I knew I had to 
accept him." As she prayed to receive 
Christ and repent of her sins, she wept 
uncontrollably with love and thanksgiv-
ing for the one who had died for her. This 
makes it all worthwhile. We look forward 
to the 17 additional showings we will 
have in the next months. 
Arturo's plan 
Gene and Ruth Madeira serve for sever-
al months at a time in Latin America, 
teaching pastors and lay leaders. This 
article is about Arturo Pacheco, for 
whom Gene and Ruth requested prayer 
during their furlough ministry in 1997. 
Arturo Pacheco has a great love for 
the Scriptures and has grown more in six 
months than the average person grows in 
six years, thanks to many who have 
prayed for him. He has developed an 
evangelism plan for his community. He 
lives in a poor barrio of the city called 
Propatria. He wants to provide visitation 
in the community to provide comfort, 
encouragement, hope, help, love, and 
Bible teaching. He wants to be able to 
provide material assistance where needed. 
Arturo has started a small business with a 
loan from World Mission Associates. He 
has been faithful in making payments on 
time with interest. Continue to pray for 
him. Ruth and I are planning to visit his 
wife and daughter, who are not saved, so 
that we can gain their confidence and 
invite them to our house for dinner and to 
church. 
He gave his all 
John and Ethel Sider, who served in India 
from 1964-1972 and 1994-1997, contin-
ue to keep in touch with Christians there. 
The following account is a sobering 
reminder that many Christians are sacri-
ficing their lives for Christ. John and 
Ethel are currently serving in Spain for 
four months while the Bundys are on fur-
lough ministry. Following is information 
gleaned from various prayer letters. 
Cini calls himself one of the Siders' 
sons in Christ. He was converted from 
Islam to Christianity as a result of their 
ministry. Last summer in Delhi, India, 
Cini himself led to the Lord a young 
Muslim by the name of Nasir Khan. In a 
note to the Siders early this year, Cini 
tells of his planned visit to his son in the 
faith and also requested prayer that "I 
may serve my living God very effective-
continued on page 16 
Letter of thanks 
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A. Graybill Brubaker 
A. Graybill and Ethel Brubaker have served in several pastorates, as missionaries with 
Brethren in Christ World Missions in Zambia, and as missions administrator in North 
America. They returned to Africa to serve in Malawi in 1997 where they have been 
providing assistance to the Malawi Brethren in Christ Church in organizational and 
training capacities. They are members of the Upland (Calif) Brethren in Christ Church. 
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God at work... 
continued from page 13 
ly." Shortly thereafter, another note from 
Cini reported that his new friend was mar-
tyred for his faith. Apparently those who 
opposed Nasir Khan (it is not clear if 
these were his own family or the Delhi 
Muslim community) doused him with 
petrol (gasoline) and burned him alive. 
A young Christian martyr! Disciple-
ship is costly! Oh how essential it is that 
we pray for the persecuted and suffering 
church around the world. "...Unless a ker-
nel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 
it remains only a single seed. But if it 
dies, it produces many seeds. The man 
who loves his life will lose it, while the 
man who hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life" John 12:24-25. 
"Living water" 
comes alive 
Charles and Carol Fuller are serving in 
Caracas, Venezuela, under Latin Ameri-
can Missions and attend the Agua Viva 
(Living Water) Brethren in Christ Church 
there. 
"You'd have to search hard for a less 
likely candidate for church revival than 
our church," write Charles and Carol 
Fuller, LAM missionaries in Caracas, 
Venezuela. 
Only a year ago, their Living Water 
Church had a sick pastor and few atten-
ders. Things began improving with a new 
part-time pastor and more stability. But 
the remarkable outcome of a recent evan-
gelistic campaign surprised everyone at 
the church. 
"Before the campaign we had an aver-
age of 20 persons attending on Sundays," 
the Fullers report. "During the campaign, 
26 people made decisions to follow the 
Lord. One night, 25 of us stood outside to 
allow our visitors a seat. 
"What happened? Again, it was the 
Lord's timing. A church that has harmo-
ny is able to do evangelism. When people 
are hungry, they will listen. When they 
are consistently prayed for, the Lord does 
things." QS 
Anabaptists now number 
more than a million 
by Marshall V. King, MWC writer, Strasbourg, France 
For the first time in the history of the Anabaptist-Menno-
nite movement, its baptized followers number more than a 
million. 
The Mennonite and Brethren in Christ World Directory 
1998, published by Mennonite World Conference, shows 
1,060,000 people are baptized members, according to Larry 
Miller, MWC executive secretary. The members are in 192 
conferences in 60 countries. 
The 1994 census showed 973,921 members in 194 bodies 
in 61 countries. The net increase is approximately 85,000 
members, or 8.7 percent. The worldwide church directory 4 
years ago showed, for the first time, more Anabaptist-related 
Christians in the "southern" part of the globe than in the 
north. That trend is continuing, said Miller. The significant 
thing is that the center of gravity is in the south, he said. 
Africa, Asia, and Central and South America are home to 
582,000 members. The number of members in North Amer-
ica and Europe is 477,000, according to the new world direc-
tory. Younger churches are simply growing faster than those 
whose origins are nearer the birth of Anabaptism. The first of 
the younger churches were in Indonesia and India, estab-
lished in the 19th century, said Miller. Most of the churches 
growing quickly were not established until this century. 
This kind of thing is happening to other Christian world 
families as well, said Miller. The numerical center of Chris-
tianity as a whole is shifting. 
Most churches in Europe are not growing. The increase of 
12,754 members in Europe is due to the larger number of 
"Umsiedler"—immigrants from the former USSR—counted 
this time in independent congregations in Germany. Without 
this statistical adjustment, the European number would have 
been smaller than in 1994. 
North America appears to be following the trend of slow-
er growth, but many don't recognize the shift. North Ameri-
cans in particular don't think about it, said Miller, predicting 
that before the middle of the next century, churches in the 
south will play the primary role in shaping the direction of the 
Anabaptist-Mennonite movement. 
Still, the six countries with the largest membership have 
not changed in the past four years. These countries, with 
their current membership estimates, are: 
USA 287,345 





Zimbabwe (Brethren in Christ Church) joined the list of 
countries with more than 20,000 members. Other countries 
with more than 20,000 members are Germany, Mexico, 
Paraguay, and Tanzania. Mozambique, with 22,900 mem-
bers in 1994, is not included in this year's world directory 
since the church there—previously associated with the Breth-
ren in Christ family—no longer is so related. 
Many of the figures, reported by national conferences, are 
only estimates. Means of counting vary from church to 
church. Attempts are made to verify accuracy if questions 
arise, and this year's census takes into account dual or triple 
membership, particularly in North American churches. 
The 1998 directory also reflects a more precise count of 
the Meserete Kristos Church in Ethiopia. The church has 
received attention for its rapid growth and was estimated to 
have more than 100,000 members. Nearly 115,000 people 
participate in the church's life, but only 57,011 baptized 




Asia & Pacific 157,075 
Central & S.Am. 102,496 
Europe 61,886 
North America 415,978 
Countries Organized Bodies Percent Increase 
12 21 16.66 
9 23 3.98 
24 98 12.09 
13 19 25.95 
31 2.02 
Copies of the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ World Directo-
ry 1998 are available from Mennonite World Conference offices for 
$2.50 US or $3.50 Cdn. 





by Marshall V. King 
A million Anabaptists worldwide. A 
million-dollar fund to promote sharing of 
resources in the global church. Checks 
are being sent to Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ churches in Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America as part of the first phase of 
the Global Church Sharing Fund. The 
effort is being coordinated by Mennonite 
World Conference (MWC). 
MWC established the fund to celebrate 
that a majority of Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ Christians now live in Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America. Up to $5,000 is 
now being sent without strings attached to 
MWC member churches on those three 
continents. Larger churches are eligible to 
receive an additional amount following 
the next MWC General Council meeting 
in Colombia in the year 2000. 
"It's a fundamental experiment in 
"jubilee," redistributing decision making, 
power, and money," said Larry Miller, 
MWC Executive Secretary. 
Mennonite Central Committee gave 
$600,000 toward the fund. Mennonite 
Mutual Aid contributed another 
$300,000. With other donations, includ-
ing one from an Indiana (USA) church's 
building fund, the Global Church Sharing 
Fund had reached the $1 million mark by 
the time the first phase of distribution 
began. 
Churches receiving the money will 
decide how the money can best be used. 
The money has been made available sim-
ply "to advance the work of the church," 
said Miller. Each national church that 
receives money will report on how it was 
used and what was learned in the process. 
The idea originated from discussions 
of the Bible's models for sharing, eco-
nomic justice, and equality in the com-
munity of faith. The Global Church Shar-
ing Fund is an experiment in which MWC 
member churches will promote new 
access to each other's resources. The 
Global Church Sharing Fund project was 
begun in the hope that, with God's help, 
our family of churches will be drawn 
even closer together in the coming years 
of the next millennium, states the pro-
posal adopted by MWC's General Coun-
cil in January 1997 in Calcutta. 
Mennonite World Conference mem-
ber churches must meet minimal guide-
lines to qualify for the money. About 10 
national churches do not yet meet the 
requirements, which include being in 
good standing with partner churches and 
agencies and not undergoing internal dis-
putes or conflict. 
Miller points out that the amount 
raised so far is actually rather small— 
only $1 per baptized Anabaptist. At least 
60 percent of the $1 million will be allo-
cated to churches in Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America, $200,000 has been put in 
an endowment fund until the year 2000, 
and up to $55 ,000 may be used for 
administration of the fund. At least 
$95,000 will be used for the Gifts Sharing 
project, which will seek to discover and 
share human resources among all MWC 
member churches, including those in 
Europe and North America. 
Member churches will be asked to 
describe needs they have or gifts they 
would have to share with other churches. 
MWC will then facilitate direct sharing 
between these churches, such as one 
church sending musicians to another to 
teach new kinds of worship music. 
A progress report of how member 
churches have used and benefited from 
the Global Church Sharing Fund will be 
compiled in 1999. 
Contributions to the Global Church 
Sharing Fund can be sent to either MWC 
o f f i c e : 50 Kent Avenue , Kitchner, 
Ontario N2G 3R1, Canada, or 8, rue du 
Fosse des Treize, 67000 Strasbourg, 
France. 
Marshall V. King is a staff writer for Men-
nonite World Conference, Strasbourg, France. 
MCC seeks more 
young adult 
involvement 
Concerns about a declining number of long-term volunteers, 
and about a need for greater involvement of young adults, both 
in the field and at the board table, surfaced at the most recent 
Mennonite Central Committee annual meeting. 
"If MCC wants to continue carrying out its mandate in future 
years, it must do more active solicitation of young people," said 
Steven Sider, 30, of Erie, Ont., a Brethren in Christ representa-
tive and the youngest MCC board member. "It needs to both 
recruit more within the ranks of those who have already done 
short-term assignments to propel them to consider long-term 
challenges, and also inspire the vision in young professionals." 
Sider was concerned especially about increasing the involve-
ment of people aged 25-39 in long-term service, as well as on 
governing boards. Sider said that while 40 to 44 percent of MCC 
workers are in the 25-39 age group, the board has only 2 mem-
bers within that age bracket. The average age of all MCC work-
ers is 40; the average age of MCC workers overseas is 37. 
Dwight McFadden, MCC director of personnel, presented 
statistics showing a decline in the numbers of people of all ages 
serving within MCC. In 1997, MCC had 867 workers, com-
pared to 893 in 1996. From 1989 to 1993, the average number of 
workers was 966. McFadden cited a trend of young people enter-
ing a large number of short-term programs offered both by MCC 
and mission boards—such as the one-year "Serve and Learn 
Together" program—rather than going for the three-year com-
mitments requiring greater levels of credentialing and exper-
tise. 
"We're facing greater challenges in fitting young people into 
the slots that our partners on the field are offering," McFadden 
said. Overseas volunteer opportunities for young people have 
declined in the last 20 years. "During this meeting, counsel was 
given to evaluate and look at this challenge and to determine 
what needs to happen so we can challenge our young people to 
do what we do best." 
Ron Mathies, MCC executive director, said these issues are 
slated for major attention at a discussion in April with the exec-
utive committee chairs. 
"We need to continue to push ourselves to make sure young 
adults are involved in our programs, that enough opportunities 
are afforded them, and that their imagination and vision is stirred 
for the future," he said. 
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Church 
News 
Notes of Congregational Activities in North America 
Allegheny Conference 
Linda Munger of the Antr im 
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
went to Romania May 26—June 10 
with Partners in Missions Int 'l . to 
train staff for a new crisis pregnan-
cy center. •> The Easter musical Apr. 
11 and 12 at the Chambersburg 
church was " W h o Do You Say I 
A m ? " •:• Shirley Koerber was the 
May 8 mo the r -daugh te r banque t 
s p e a k e r f o r t he F a i r v i e w A v e . 
women, Waynesboro , Pa., on the 
t h e m e . " F r i e n d s F o r e v e r . " •:• A 
recent sermon series about Peter at 
Director of Administration 
Manor Church is seeking a 
fu l l - t ime Di rec to r of Church 
Administration, to begin Jan. 1, 
1999. Responsibilit ies include 
a d m i n i s t e r i n g t he c h u r c h ' s 
f inancia l and physical assets. 
Interested persons should con-
tact Pastor John Hawbaker for 
further information. 
Manor Church 
530 Central Manor Road 
Lancaster. PA 17603 
Phone: (717) 285-3138 
Fax: (717) 285-3130 
e-mail :ManorB IC@aol.com 
the Five Forks church, Waynes-
boro, was "Chiseled By the Mas-
ter 's Hand." Doug Buckwalter led 
May 10-13 special meetings on god-
liness. 
On Apr. 5 the Living Miracles 
youth choir directed by Doris Ort-
man presented their 25th anniver-
sary concert, "Sing His Greatness," 
at the Hollowell church, Waynes-
boro, Pa. • The Iron Springs con-
gregation. Fairfield, Pa., participat-
ed in the M C C grocery bag project. 
•:• The Martinsburg, Pa., congre-
gation viewed the film "Passion in 
Je rusa lem" on Easter evening. J. 
Dean and Dorothy Brumbaugh cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary Apr . 17 at L y n n ' s F a m i l y 
Restaurant with family and friends. 
• Henry Landis f rom Kansas led 
Apr. 12-19 revival meetings for the 
Montgomery congregation. Mer-
cersburg, Pa. 
The Easter sunrise service of the 
Mt. Tabor church, Mercersburg, 
Pa., was attended by about 100 peo-
ple. Rueben Egolf spoke and break-
fast, prepared by the men, followed. 
•:• Amanda Eyler of Eastern College 
is the summer intern for the New 
Guilford congregation, Chambers-
burg. • Wilbur Benner led May 3-6 
spr ing r e n e w a l se rv ices f o r the 
South M o u n t a i n , congrega t ion , 
Shippensburg. Pa. •:• Altoona church 
planters, Ken and Arlene Anthony, 
shared in the Apr. 26 service of the 
Springhope church. Schellsburg, 
Pa. •:• Esther Spurrier and Marian 
Kipe spoke in the Apr. 5 evening 
service of the West Side congrega-
tion, Chambersburg , about their 
prayer walk in Thailand. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Circ le of H o p e church , 
Philadelphia, Pa., now reports 10 
cell groups in weekly meetings. •:• 
On May 3, Youth Sunday at the 
Cross Roads church, Mount Joy, 
Pa., the entire congregat ion was 
invited to an evening youth meet-
ing. The you th cal l t h e m s e l v e s 
SALSA: Students Actively Loving 
and Serving Authentically. •:• The 
Apr. 18 Saturday Circle at the Eliz-
abethtown, Pa., church featured the 
M e s s i a h C o l l e g e P e r c u s s i o n 
Ensemble. •:• The Herald Biblical 
Theatrical Group presented Dallas 
Holms ' s "His Last Days" for the 
Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., 
on Apr. 5. • Eileen Blowers spoke 
on "Bu i ld ing Forever Re la t ion-
ships" at the May 2 mother-daugh-
ter banquet of the Free Grace con-
gregation, Millersburg, Pa. 
Attendance was 220 at the East-
er service of the Hempfield church, 
Lancaster, Pa., held at the Comfort 
Inn, Centerville. The cantata "The 
Night Before Easter" was present-
ed. •:• The Apr. 29 service of the 
Lancaster congregation featured 
the Harty Puppets and club leaders 
recognition. •:• The Easter offering 
of more than $15,000 at the Man-
he im, Pa. , chu rch went to debt 
reduction on the purchase of adjoin-
ing p r o p e r t y . T h e c h o i r and 
orches t ra of the M a n o r church, 
M o u n t v i l l e , Pa . , p r e s e n t e d " O 
come, Let Us Sing to the Lord" 
Apr. 26 at Central Manor Church 
of God. •:• The young adults of the 
Mil l ersv i l l e , Pa. , chu rch had a 
Bible weekend Apr. 17-18, study-
ing Matthew and 2 Thessalonians. 
The group was also in charge of the 
Apr. 26 service. 
The Easter cantata at the Mt. 
Pleasant church, Mount Joy, Pa., 
was "Vic tory Ce lebra t ion ." The 
Chora lee r s led Apr. 19 worsh ip 
through music. Bible drama, and 
storytelling. •:• The New Life Drama 
Company were guests in the May 3 
service of the New Hope church, 
Harr i sburg . Pa. •:• The New Joy 
congregation, Akron, Pa., planned a 
p icn ic fo r Apr . 19 at the i r new 
building site. The children's Easter 
presentat ion was "Jesus Is Alive 
and Doin' Well!" •:• Luke Keefer Jr. 
led H o l y W e e k s e r v i c e s at the 
P a l m y r a , Pa . , c h u r c h . T h e 
women of the Pequea church, Lan-
caster, brought their own teacups 
and saucers to the May 3 Spring 
Tea. Spring Music Night Apr. 19 
featured vocal, handbell, and brass 
choirs. 
Five persons were baptized Apr. 
5 at the Refton. Pa., church. •:• The 
youth of the Silverdale, Pa., con-
gregation had a 30-hour famine for 
World Vision Apr. 24-25. A teach-
er training and appreciat ion lun-
cheon was Apr. 26. •:• The Skyline 
View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., 
had a "Guess W h o ' s C o m i n g to 
Dessert" fellowship Apr. 26. • The 
Apr. 26 guest speaker at the Speed-
well Heights church, Lit i tz, Pa. , 
was Doug Miller on prayer and the 
Holy Spirit . •:• "Discover ing M y 
Ministry" was the recent Wednes-
day n igh t s tudy at the S u m m i t 
View church, New Holland, Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
Two persons were baptized on 
Eas te r at the B o y l e c h u r c h , St. 
Ann's , Ont. Anna Winger spoke at 
the M a y 2 s p r i n g b r u n c h , wi th 
music by Karen Bonisteel. • One 
person was baptized Apr. 5 at the 
B r i d l e w o o d church , Ag incour t , 
Ont. The congregation had a six-
hour prayer vigil Apr. 11. The 
Delisle, Sask., church offered the 
"Jesus" film Apr. 5 in the family 
S u n d a y s c h o o l c l a s s . An adu l t 
bowl ing out ing was p lanned for 
Apr. 18. • On May 3 the Heise Hill 
congregation, Gormley, Ont., host-
ed the group Impact from NCC. •:• 
The Good Fr iday serv ice at the 
Houghton church, Langton, Ont., 
was attended by 260 people; 200 
stayed for brunch and fellowship. 
• Two people were baptized Apr. 5 
at the Kindersley, Sask., church. 
The proceeds of an Apr. 23 quilt, 
craft, and bake sale went towards a 
new kitchen. 
T h e w o m e n of t he M a s s e y 
Place church, Saska toon , Sask. , 
planned a sale for May 2 on the 
church parking lot. Ken Rutherford 
of First Nations Alliance Church 
was the Apr. 19 guest speaker. •:• 
On Apr. 26 the speaker for the Oak 
Ridges , Ont . , congrega t ion was 
Dennis Begot of Promise Keepers, 
on "Living and Leaving a Legacy." 
•:• Linda Lambert has come on staff 
at the Orchard Creek church, St. 
Catharines, Ont., as pastor of care 
and counseling. • The Port Col-
borne, Ont,. church hosted a "Fam-
ily Supper 8" on May 31. Easter 
service music was by Karen and 
Elizabeth Bonisteel. • The spring 
sermon series at the Ridgemount 
church, Hamilton, Ont., was "The 
Celestine Heresy," comparing New 
Age philosophy to God's word. The 
youth of the Rosebank congrega-
tion, Petersburg, Ont,. led the East-
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., 
unless otherwise noted. For more information, 
contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, 




General Conference—Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pa. 
Leadership Council 
Core Course "Theology of Salvation"-West 
Milton, Ohio 
July 31-Aug. 9 Roxbury Holiness Camp 
Aug. 14-19 Niagara Camp 
Nov. 1-3 Leadership Council Retreat 
Nov. 4-5 Leadership Council 
Nov. 5-7 Pastor/Spouse Orientation 
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er sunrise service. Warren Hoffman 
spoke in the Apr. 19 service. • Ger-
ald Wilson led a May 1-3 family 
life conference for the Sherkston. 
Ont., congregation. •:• Seven adults 
were baptized Apr. 5 into the fel-
lowship of the Springvale, Ont., 
congregation. On Apr. 22 the Koun-
ty Kidz ministry closed its season 
with "Magic With a Message." •:• 
Jeff House was installed Apr. 5 as 
senior pastor of the Stayner, Ont., 
church. •:• Eight people were bap-
tized Apr. 19 at the Wainfleet. Ont, 
church. On Apr. 26 the youth, under 
the direction of Mike Wright, led 
w o r s h i p in bo th s e r v i c e s wi th 
music, drama, and testimonies. •:• 
The Westhe ights congregat ion, 
Kitchener, Ont., joined Fordwich, 
Rosebank, and Cross Roads for the 
missions conference "Bearers of 
Light" Apr. 3-5. 
Central Conference 
Guest artist Judee Parsons pre-
sented the Easter story Apr. 8 at the 
Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio. 
The congregation planned a mys-
tery progressive dinner for Apr. 26. 
•:• The Beulah Chapel congrega-
tion, Springfield, Ohio, joined El 
Bethel Temple for a service Apr. 
26. • Thata Book spoke May 3 at 
the Christian Union church. Gar-
rett, Ind. •:• Eleven persons were 
baptized Mar. 29 at the Highland 
church, West Milton, Ohio. An Apr. 
11 bake sale raised $1,100 for the 
Mexico missions trip in July. •:• On 
Maundy Thursday, The Nappanee, 
Ind., congregation joined with the 
local Presbyterian congregation for 
a joint Seder meal and Tenebrae, 
communion, and footwashing ser-
vice. •> Ron and Delaine Niesley 
spoke Apr. 5 to the Pleasant Hill. 
Ohio, congregation about opportu-
nities in short-term missions. 
The Sippo Valley church, Mas-
sillon, Ohio, showed the "Jesus" 
film from Campus Crusade on Apr. 
29. •:• On Apr. 5, an offering from 
the Valley Chapel congregation, 
East Canton, Ohio, was sent to 
Africa for corn to eat and plant. 
On Apr. 4-5, seven youth of the 
Western Hills church, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, held a 30-hour famine for 
World Vision. •:• Bishop Byers vis-
ited the Wooster, Ohio, church on 
May 3. A May 17 music program 
was presented by Jana Burton. 
Midwest Conference 
Evangelist Doug Sider led Mar. 
29—Apr. 1 revival services for the 
Bethany congregation, Thomas, 
Okla. The church hosted the Okla-
homa Blood Institute blood drive on 
Apr. 7. The youth served a brisket 
dinner Apr. 26 as a fund raiser. * 
During Lent, attenders of the Red 
Star congregation, Leedey, Okla., 
filled "Judas Bags" with things sym-
bolic of temptations, talents, trea-
sures, and praises, and nailed the 
bags to a cross on Palm Sunday. 
Pacific Conference 
On Easter, the Chino, Calif. , 
congregation saw a presentation on 
the "Living Last Supper and Mar-
riage Feast of the Lamb." The spring 
sermon series was on reconciliation. 
•:• The Mar. 29 guest speaker for the 
Pacific Highway church, Salem, 
Ore., was H. C. Moore of Salem. •:• 
The Upland, Calif., church hosted a 
video conference Apr. 30—May 2 
ca l l ed " L i v i n g Free in Chr i s t : 
Resolving Personal and Spiritual 
Conflicts." •:• The Walnut, Calif., 
congregation took a "skip-a-meal" 
offering May 3 to go toward intro-
duction of iodized salt into the diets 
of poor children. 
Southeast Conference 
The Apr . 26 speaker for the 
H i g h l a n d Park c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
D u b l i n , Va . , was Sonny Hil l , 
preaching from 2 Corinthians 10. •:• 
One person was baptized Apr. 12 
into the Holden Park congregation, 
Orlando, Fla. Bob and Carol Geiger 
spoke at the Apr. 15 midweek ser-
vice about missions in Colombia. •:• 
Youth of the Galilean Home pre-
sented a program on Apr. 19 at the 
Millerfields church, Columbia, Ky. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Apr. 12 Communion and 
footwashing service at the Big Val-
ley church, Bel levi l le , Pa., was 
enhanced by music from the men's 
quartet and a talk by Darwin Don-
akey. •:• The youth of the Carlisle, 
Pa., church had a Polaroid scavenger 
hunt and "Clowns for Christ" pro-
gram on Apr. 4. Joe Westover led 
an Apr. 25 service at the Cedar 
Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa., on 
healing of childhood sexual abuse 
scars. Family Life Sunday was May 
3 with speaker John Reitz. On Feb. 
22 Donald and Anna Snyder were 
guests of honor at their 50th wed-
ding anniversary dinner given by 
their 8 children, 15 grandchildren. 
' ' E.V. Timelines 
Selected from the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
100 Years Ago 
June 15, 1898—H. N. Engle edito-
rialized, "The Devil is trying his best 
to sidetrack the very elect.... Souls 
who have been cleansed by the blood 
and have had a foretaste of the deeper truths and light of 
holiness will get to seeking for blessings and manifesta-
tions and power as though their salvation depended on 
these.... seeking for fire or power or some physical 
demonstration which they would not know what to do 
with if it were freely imparted to them." 
75 Years A g o 
June 11, 1923—A preliminary report on General Con-
ference noted, "Among some of the important measures 
that were passed the first day of the session, was the 
defeat of the petition for a biennial conference. The 
defeat of this measure means that the church of the Breth-
ren in Christ will continue to hold its annual General 
Conference for some time at least." In addition, "The 
committee appointed at a former General Conference 
for the purpose of accomplishing the amalgamation of 
the United Zion's Children and the Brethren in Christ 
was continued." 
50 Years Ago 
June 28, 1948—As the observation of fifty years of 
missionary work in Africa approached, the cover of this 
issue introduced the three overseers in the Rhodesian 
church: Manhlinkle Kumalo (nephew of Lobengulo, king 
of the Matabele), Nyhamazaza Dube ("one of our earli-
est converts and outschool teachers"), and Ndabonduku 
Dhlodhlo ("the youngest of the three...overseers"). 
25 Years Ago 
June 10, 1973—In an editorial entitled "Beyond For-
giveness": "The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 
5:16-21 that there is power in God's love to not only 
pardon but to reconcile; power to not only deal with our 
guilt but our enmity; power to correct not only our behav-
ior but also our relationship. The cross not only repre-
sents penalty paid for sin, permitting our pardon, but 
represents God's love that breaks down our animosity 
and creates loyalty; the power to make a rebel a member 
of the royal family." 
10 Years Ago 
June 1988—In a Bishops' Column entitled "Fellow-
ship—a vital sign for the believer," J. Ralph Wenger 
writes: "Fellowship is not an option [for] the believer. 
Without it there is disaster for the Christian. We need to 
remember that fellowship is God's idea.... The term 'the 
Church' means the 'called out' ones, with the idea of 
'calling into' a community which exists for the vitality of 
the believer." 
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To tithe: • • • 
is it 
scriptural? 
by Philip D. Keefer 
Philip D. Keefer is Direc-
tor of Stewardship for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Scripture quotations are from 
the New Living Translation. 
Cooperative Ministries 
























Total Budget 3.768.911 3.877.632 
Received to Date 23 .5% 21.8% 
*Note: Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving. 
The Scriptures support giving a tithe or more than a tithe. There is no place in the 
Scriptures that supports or models giving less than a tithe. There is no place in the 
Scriptures that say, "And he gave two percent but loved God." There is no place in the 
Scriptures where we read, "Conditions were hard, so he decided it would be best not 
to give to the Lord at that time." 
A look at several Scriptures have a way of influencing our decision to give a tithe 
or more. 
The Bible teaches generosity. In Proverbs 11:24-25 we read: 
It is possible to give freely and become more wealthy, but those who are 
stingy will lose everything. The generous prosper and are satisfied; those 
who refresh others will themselves be refreshed. 
The wildest imagination could not support two percent giving as generous giving. 
The meaning of the word generous is "great liberality, magnanimous, abundant and 
overflowing, and unselfish." The generous person is the one who will be 
blessed by God. 
The Bible teaches sacrificial giving. To commit to someone means you 
are willing to give sacrificially of your time and money. The greater your sac-
rifice, the greater your gift. If this were not true, Jesus would not have declared the two 
copper coins of the widow to be greater than what everyone else gave. 
Jesus went over to the collection box in the Temple and sat and watched 
as the crowds dropped in their money. Many rich people put in large 
amounts. Then a poor widow came and dropped in two pennies. He called 
his disciples to him and said, "I assure you, this poor widow has given 
more than all the others have given. For they gave a tiny part of their sur-
plus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has (Mark 12:41-44). 
The Scriptures do not encourage us to give less than ten percent. They do encour-
age us to give sacrificially. 
The Bible teaches unconditional giving. Living in deep poverty would seem to 
be an appropriate reason for withholding our gifts. However, in God's Word this is not 
the case. Paul described the Macedonians in this way: 
Now I want to tell you, dear friends, what God in his kindness has done 
for the churches in Macedonia. Though they have been going through 
much trouble and hard times, their wonderful joy and deep poverty have 
overflowed in rich generosity. For I can testify that they gave not only what 
they could afford but far more. And they did it of their own free will. They 
begged us again and again for the gracious privilege of sharing in the gift 
for the Christians in Jerusalem (2 Cor. 8:1-4). 
The Macedonian churches were not satisfied with token 
giving, even when they were in poverty. They gave joyfully 
even when it was hard to give. The Scriptures do not support 
token giving. They do support generous and sacrificial giving. 
If you were on trial for your Christian faith, would there be 
enough evidence to convict you? If you were on trial for 
sacrificial and generous giving, would there be enough evi-
dence in your checkbook to convict you? Would you be 
found not guilty by the evidence? 
Scripture has clearly spoken in the area of giving. Tithing 
is not the issue; sacrificial and generous giving is. Let me 
challenge you to generous and sacrificial giving. A life com-
mitted to Christ will produce revolutionary and radical giv-
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452.000* 419.000* 
23% 24% 
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and 1 1 great-grandchildren. Donald 
served as deacon at Cedar Grove for 
20 years. Both taught Sunday school 
for many years. 
On Easter Sunday, Pastor Thorn-
ton presented a contemporary mono-
logue on the prodigal son at the 
Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall, 
Pa. •:• Holy Week events at the Dills-
burg. Pa., church included a Good 
Friday tenebrae service with the 
Cumberland Valley congregation 
(Dillsburg). An all-church work day 
was held Apr. 25. •:• The Fairview 
congregat ion, New Cumberland, 
Pa., hosted homecoming Apr. 26 
with speaker Robert Collier and a 
carry-in meal . •:• Mart in Schrag 
taught an eight-week Sunday school 
class recently for the Messiah Vil-
lage church, Mechanicsburg, Pa., on 
piety and Brethren in Christ her-
itage. •:• The youth of the Redland 
Valley congregation, York Haven, 
Pa., had a pizza party Apr. 15 with 
Pat Kelly, who also led services for 
the entire congregation Apr. 18-19. 
We appreciate the correspon-
dents who take time to write out a 
sentence or two of news that they 
would like to see printed in this col-
umn. This courtesy, as requested 
on the guidelines, saves us a great 




Bell: Easton John, Mar. 25; John 
and Jennifer Bell, Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Pa. 
Braun: Michelle Anna, Apr. 13; 
Doug and Rosemary (Pankra tz) 
Braun, Westheights congregation, 
Ont. 
Dykstra: Chelsea Ann, Mar. 31; 
Jeff and Holly (Yzerman) Dykstra, 
Boyle congregation, Ont. 
Eshbaugh: Barrett Eugene. Apr. 
7; Daren and Wanda Eshbaugh, Five 
Forks congregation. Pa. 
Ferguson: Kaitlyn Sareena, Apr. 
8; Vern and Charlene Ferguson, 
Massey Place congregation, Sask. 
Gossert : Shyann Alexandra , 
M a r . 28 ; S t eve and S t e p h a n i e 
Gossert, Five Forks congregation, 
Pa. 
Hall: Joshua Walter, Apr. 11; 
Andrew and Lauralee (Brousseau) 
Hall , Westhe ights congregat ion, 
Ont. 
Harni sh : Ma t thew Clay ton , 
Mar. 30; Steven and Michelle (Wile) 
Harnish, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Johnson: Sarah Louise, Apr. 23; 
Brian and Angela Johnson, Air Hill 
congregation, Pa. 
Kanode: Karlin Grace, Apr. 22; 
Karl and Sue Kanode, Palmyra con-
gregation, Pa. 
Klassen: Micah John, Apr. 2; 
John and Donna (Graham) Klassen, 
Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Martin: Katelyn Marie, Mar. 
24; Phil and Ruth Ann (Miller) Mar-
tin, Manheim congregation. Pa. 
Myers: Reid Jakob Steinbrech-
er, Mar . 26; Steven and Glor ia 
(Steinbrecher) Myers, Souderton 
congregation. Pa. 
Newcomer: Nathan Jeremiah, 
Apr. 1; Larry and Brandee (Boring) 
Newcomer, Manor congregation. 
Pa. 
Shenk: Sara Elizabeth, Mar. 31; 
Matt and Lori (Hummer) Shenk, 
Manheim congregation. Pa. 
Thiessen: Dominic Dmitre, Apr. 
1; Pe te and Nancy ( K l a s s e n ) 
Thiessen, Houghton congregation, 
Ont. 
Thomas: Kayla Marie, Apr. 14; 
Gary and Br idge t t e ( W r i g h t ) 




Ann, daughter of Ernest and Mar-
garet Force, Mill Hall . Pa., and 
Robert Bruce Kirkpatrick, son of 
Sandra and the late William Kirk-
patrick, Apr. 25, at Cedar Heights 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
R. Mark Thornton and Rev. John L. 
Bundy officiating. 
Risser-Garner: Judith Michelle, 
daughter of Fred and Carolyn Gar-
ner, Lititz, Pa., and Terry Eugene, 
son of Samuel and Rachel Risser, 
Washington Boro, Pa., Apr. 25, at 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz and Rev. 
Irvin Straw Jr. officiating. 
U m h o l t z - D u b b l e : Karen , 
daughter of Kean and Joan Dubble, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., and Eric, son of 
Leo and Elma Umholtz, Mount Joy, 
Pa., Mar. 28, at Congregat ional 
Bible Church with Rev. Je f f rey 
Burkholder officiating. 
W e a v e r - S t e h m a n : J e n n i f e r 
Lynn, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John B. Stehman, Hummelstown, 
Pa., and Roger Allen, son of Kermit 
Weaver and Dorothy Weaver, Mar. 
21, at Palmyra Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Louis O. Cober 
officiating. 
Wyant-Monaghan: Kimberley 
Doreen, daughter of Ron and Terry 
Monaghan, Duntroon, Ont., and 
Kenneth Charles, son of Ray and 
Dorothy Wyant, Stayner, Ont., Apr. 
11, at Stayner Brethren in Christ 
Church with Bishop Darrell Winger 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Ehlman: Luther F. Ehlman, 
born Nov. 7, 1905, son of Frank and 
Sarah (Dobbs) Ehlman, died Mar. 
17. Surviving is his spouse, Marie 
(Mayer). Luther had been a resident 
of Messiah Village since 1986. He 
was a science teacher in the Upper 
Freehold School District; principal 
and part-time teacher at Susquehan-
na Twp. High School; and teacher at 
B rown P r e p a r a t o r y Schoo l , 
Philadelphia. He had been a mem-
ber of the Sandy Hill Church of 
Christ and the Airstream Wally 
Byam Club. He was a member of 
Cross-Currents in 
the Church: 
Shaping our Theology 
(A Study Conference Sponsored by the 
Center for Brethren in Christ Studies) 
OCTOBER 5,1998 
MONDAY MORNING 
Chair: Lynn Thrush 
Defining the Issues: Warren Hoffman 
Case Studies from History 
Holiness: Luke Keefer, Jr. 
Peace: David Zercher 
Plenary discussion 
MONDAY AFTERNOON 
Chair: Dixie Yoder 
Principles of Discernment: Harvey Sider 
Case Studies from the Present 
Spiritual Warfare: John Hawbaker 
Promise Keepers: Robert Ives 
Interest group discussion 
MONDAY EVENING 
Chair: Kathleen Leadley 
Report from the interest groups discussion 
Keeping the Center: David Hall 
Discussion 
Where Do We Go From Here?: Kenneth Hoke 
For f u r t h e r in fo rmat ion , contact E. Mor r i s Sider at Mess iah 
College. Phone: (717) 691-6048; e-mail : msider@mess iah .edu . 
CPS REUNION 
The 53rd Annual Civilian 
Public Service Reunion 
will be held August 19 and 
20, 1998 at Laurelvil le 
Mennonite Church Center, 
Mount Pleasant. Pa. Open 
to all who served in a CPS 
Camp during World War 
II. Programs and registra-
tion forms will be sent to 
those on the mailing list. If 
you want to be sure you are 
on the mailing list or want 
more information, call or 
write to; Irvin E. Cordell, 
57. E. Grandview Ave. 
Mercersburg, PA (717) 
328-2746. 
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Atlantic Missions 
Prayer Fellowship 
The 39th Annual Conference of the Atlantic 
Conference Missions Prayer Fellowship met 
on March 25, 1998, in the community center of 
the Lionville Fire Hall in Downingtown, Pa., 
where the newly-planted Marsh Creek Brethren 
in Christ Church meets. The theme for the day 
was "100 Years—Alive and Well." Topics pre-
sented were "Where Have We Been" by Esther 
Spurrier; "Regional Happenings" by Carl 
Shank; the key-note message, "Where Are We 
Now," by John Fickett; and "Where Are We 
Headed" by Jack McClane. Wanda Thuma 
McDermond led in a prayer time for our mis-
sionaries. The offering (over and above expens-
es) will go to the current MPF project, which is 
to help fund the training program in Venezuela. 
The Marsh Creek congregation contributed 
greatly to the day by leading the music time, 
presenting a skit, and planning the children's 
program. They also helped fund the lovely 
catered meal at noon.—Reported by Thata 
Book 
the Messiah Village Church where 
the funeral was held with Rev. Janet 
M. Peifer officiating. Interment was 
in Buffalo Cemetery. 
Engle: Charles E. Engle, born 
Apr. 1, 1896, son of Benjamin F. 
and Susan Shelly Engle, died Feb. 
12. Preceding him in death was his 
wife, Lucille (Eyer). Surviving are 
his wife, Kathryn; and three daugh-
ters, Ardys Thuma, Mary Lou Bert, 
and Phyllis Saltzman; and a number 
of grandchildren and great-grand-
children. From age 65-90, he was a 
salesman for Sun Boss Patio Co., 
and volunteered at Chino Men ' s 
Prison. The funeral was held at Alta 
Loma Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ron Graff officiating. 
Tribute 
Charles Engle was distinguished 
as one who had a heart for God and 
a lifelong zeal to bring people every-
where to Jesus Christ. 
He was born in Junction City, 
Kan., but his family soon moved to 
Moonlight, Kan. His parents, Ben-
jamin and Susan Engle, were devout 
fo l lower s of Jesus and l i fe long 
members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The Engle fami ly wor-
shiped with the Bethel congregation, 
and it was there that, at an early age, 
Charles accepted Jesus as his Savior 
and Lord. At age eight he was bap-
tized. Later, the Engle family moved 
to Upland, Calif., where as a young 
man, Charles met and married his 
first wife, Lucille Eyer. They soon 
felt led to full-time Christian ser-
vice. 
Charles first served as pastor of 
the Mooretown congregation, Mich. 
Af ter two years he and Kathryn 
answered the call to mission work in 
India, serving with the Foreign Mis-
sion Board of the Brethren in Christ 
from 1929-1962. During those years 
he served in medical work, as the 
one in charge of a boys' orphanage 
and school, and as mission superin-
tendent; but his heart was in village 
evangelism, particularly among trib-
al groups including the Santals and 
U r a o n s . His p i o n e e r i n g work 
brought many to faith in Christ as 
baptized believers and contributed 
significantly to the establishment of 
a vital church. During his years in 
India, Luci l le died. He marr ied 
Kathryn Wengert, who had been a 
missionary in Africa. After leaving 
India in 1962. Charles and Kathryn 
returned to California where in later 
years they were active participants 
in starting the Alta Loma Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Charles will be remembered for 
his dauntless energy and consistent 
loyalty. His life and ministry were 
characterized by devotion to God, 
care for his family, zeal for evange-
lism, and knowledge of the Bible. 
Those who sat with him in Bible 
studies marveled at his knowledge 
of the Scriptures. 
We give thanks to God for the 
l i fe and wi tness of our b ro ther 
Charles Engle and rejoice in his 
entrance into the eternal kingdom of 
his Lord. 
John Arthur Brubaker, Bishop 
Pacific Conference 
Frey: Florence M. Frey, born 
Jan. 3, 1911, daughter of Harrison 
G. and Bertha Eberly Stauffer, died 
Apr. 15. Her husband, Isaiah K. 
Frey, preceded her in death. Surviv-
ing are a daughter, Bonnie J. Dick-
inson; 4 sons, John. K., Paul S., 
Harold E., and Clair A.; 12 grand-
children; 15 great-grandchildren; a 
sister, Verna Stauffer; and 8 broth-
ers, Kurvin. Lloyd, Marvin, Clair, 
Melvin, Harry, Wilbur, and Christ. 
Florence was a domestic worker and 
a cafeteria worker at Boone High 
School in Orlando, Fla., where she 
lived for 39 years. Florence had read 
the Bible through 100 times by age 
80. She was a member of the Manor 
congregation. Pa. The memorial ser-
vice was at Pleasant View Retire-
ment Community with Rev. John B. 
Hawbaker and Chaplain Paul Keefer 
officiating. 
Grubb: Michael P. Grubb, born 
Mar. 1, 1940, in Hershey, Pa., died 
Mar. 26. Surviving are his wife, 
Eileen; two daughters, Veronica and 
Katrina; his parents, Sam and Ruby 
Grubb: a brother; and three sisters. 
He was sales manager for Lancaster 
Leve l F low, and a m e m b e r of 
Gideons International. He was a 
member of the Cross Roads congre-
gation, Pa., where the funeral was 
conducted by Rev. Dale H. Engle. 
Interment was in Hanoverdale Cem-
etery. 
Livingstone: Gladys Moody 
Livingstone, born Aug. 13, 1898, in 
Portsmouth, England, daughter of 
Ellen and Charles Moody, died Jan. 
11. Preceding her in death were her 
husband, Arthur Livingstone; two 
daughters, Norma and Islay Ruth, 
and a son, Donald. Surviving are a 
son, Robert; 6 daughters, Dorothy 
Baker, Kathryn Waddell , Lillian 
Wright , Isobel Ashf ie ld , Karen 
Goodwin, and Marion Livingstone; 
37 grandchildren; 54 great-grand-
children; and 2 great-great-grand-
children. Gladys came to Canada in 
1911. She was a member of the 
Collingwood congregation, Ont., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Aaron Patriquin, Rev. Kevin 
Scott, and Rev Wilson Wiley offici-
ating. Interment was in Collingwood 
Presbyterian Cemetery. 
Long: Stella B. Long, born Jan. 
26, 1899, daughter of Daniel B. and 
Katie Zink Bradley, died Apr. 7. 
Preceding her in death were her hus-
band, Elmer Long; and a daughter, 
Esther Mae Saylor. Surviving are a 
daughter, Kathryn Marie Shearer; 5 
grandchildren; and 10 great-grand-
children. She was employed at Ger-
berich-Payne Shoe Co. for 25 years, 
retiring in 1970. She enjoyed flower 
gardening. She was the oldest mem-
ber of the Manheim congregation, 
Pa. The funeral was held at Buch 
Funeral Home with Rev. Harlan 
Nolt officiating. Interment was in 
the Mastersonville church cemetery. 
Pertusio: Edythe Theodora Per-
tusio. born Oct. 26, 1912, in Brook-
lyn, N.Y., died Apr. 26. Her hus-
band, Serge M. Pertusio, preceded 
her in death. Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Diane E. Mortensen; a son, 
David S.; nine grandchildren; and a 
brother, Richard Jorgensen. She had 
resided in Palmyra since 1975. 
Edythe was a friend to the poor, 
loved Jesus, and was committed to 
p rayer . The funera l was at the 
Pa lmyra church, Pa., with Rev. 
Louis O. Cober officiating. Inter-
ment was in Gravel Hill Cemetery. 
Rissinger: Ray I. Rissinger , 
born Nov. 27, 1917, son of Rev. 
Charles N. and Clara Troutman 
Rissinger, died Feb. 16. Surviving 
are his wife, Mildred E. (Lesher); 
two daughters, Charlotte Tumilty 
and Doris Rissinger; two grandsons; 
two great-grandsons; and a sister-
in-law, Jean Rissinger. Ray was 
retired from Weaver's Bologna Co. 
after 37 years of service. He was a 
member of Lebanon Co. Firemen's 
Assoc., veteran of World War II, 
and a member of St. Johns United 
Church of Christ where the funeral 
was held. He had most recently 
attended the Fairland congregation. 
Pa. The funera l was held at St. 
John's with Rev. Stephen Shaeffer 
and Rev. Ronald Slabaugh officiat-
ing. Interment was in Ebenezer 
Greenwood Cemetery. 
Senneff: Arlo M. Senneff, born 
Sept. 30, 1930, son of Fred and 
Emma Senneff, died Mar. 7. Sur-
v iv ing are his w i f e , Beu lah 
(Rohrer); and two sisters. He served 
the Lord for many years at the Val-
ley Chapel church, Ohio, where he 
was a member. The funeral was at 
the church with Rev. Charles Bur-
kett officiating. Interment was in 
Valley Chapel Cemetery. 
Corrections 
H e r s h e y G r a m m ob i t ua ry 
(April 1998)—Hershey Gramm was 
survived by his wife Dalta (whose 
name was misspelled). 
Hannah Sanders birth announce-
ment (April 1998)—The family name 
was misspelled. 
Kenneth Mackie obituary (May 
1998)—The following survivors 
were incorrectly listed on the form 
we received as preceding him in 
death: his wife Millie Pauline (Hut-
son); two sons, Zane G. and Tim; 
and two daughters, Cynthia Engler 
and Pamela Morsberger. In addition, 
he was a member of the Fishertown 
Community Band (not Bank). 
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San Antonio, Texas—April 23-26, 1998 
Report on the 
Wesleyan/Holiness 
Women's Conference 
Seven Brethren in Christ women 
(and one clergy husband) attended 
"Come to the Water"—the third inter-
national conference for Wesleyan/ 
Holiness Women Clergy held in his-
torical San Antonio, Texas. 
Bre th ren in Chr is t pa r t i c ipan t s 
were Canadian church planter and 
senior pastor of Orchard Creek Fel-
lowship, Kathleen Leadley; Ohio stu-
dent, Shannon Simpson (North Gate 
Christian Fellowship in Ohio); Martha 
Starr, Minister of Christian Education 
of the Lancaster Brethren in Christ 
Congregation; Brenda Doyle, Director 
of Children's Ministries of the Carlisle 
Brethren in Christ Congregation; Dr. 
Lucille Winger accompanied by her 
husband Gerald, who have 40 years of 
experience as a pastoral couple and 
are now serving as Associate Pastor at 
the Pequea Church; Calenthia Dowdy, 
COME TO THE 
of the Circle of Hope Congregation 
in Philadelphia and also chaplain of 
the M e s s i a h C o l l e g e C a m p u s in 
Philadelphia; and veteran missionary 
to Mexico, Lois Raser (your reporter), 
who rode a night bus from Zacatecas 
for the very special treat of spending 
a weekend among a large group of 
women who feel a divine call to the 
ministry. 
Janet Piefer, the Brethren in Christ 
representative on the planning com-
mittee, was unable to attend due to a 
death in her family. She was missed. 
But several Brethren in Christ mem-
bers, even without Janet, were visible. 
Martha Starr taught a workshop on 
time-management; Lucille Wingert 
competent ly played the piano for 
worsh ip se rv ices ; and Ca len th i a 
Dowdy offered a moving prayer at 
the evening worship session. 
Conference attendees were count-
ed at 400 plus, representing about 20 
countries and about 20 denomina-
tions. One large contingent of Salva-
tion Army officers was missing due 
to a conflicting conference. 
Evening services, after appropri-
ate workshops, were meaningful as 
able women ministered to ministers. 
The singing—a foreshadow of heav-
en! 
Along with the tremendous spiri-
tual, mental, and emotional release 
imparted, gab sessions, heart talks, 
and sharing sessions occurred every-
where.—Submit ted by Lois Raser, 
Jerez, Zacatecas, Mexico 
One person's 
perspective of the 
Wesleyan/Holiness 
Women's Conference 
It was in the fall of 1996 that I 
first heard about the Wesleyan/Holi-
ness Women Clergy Confe rence 
held every two years. The woman 
who spoke of the conference did so 
with such enthusiasm that I made a 
mental note that it would be a prior-
ity for me to fly to San Antonio, 
Texas, in 1998.1 was glad I did. 
It was such a delight to be in the 
c o m p a n y of f o u r h u n d r e d p lu s 
women, all enthusiastic about their 
ministries. The fact that the teaching 
and preaching all came f rom the 
Wesleyan Holiness tradition only 
added to the blessing. The work-
shops were all taught by extremely 
c o m p e t e n t c l e rgy w o m e n and 
addressed both practical (stress, time 
management, and mentoring) and 
theological ( inclusive language, 
preaching, and teaching) aspects of 
ministry. 
I personal ly came away chal-
lenged in my ministry to do what I 
do with excellence. It was awesome 
to see what God is doing in the lives 
of so many women in minis t ry . 
Whether it was chatting over break-
fast with women from New Zealand 
and Australia; sitting at a seminar 
with a woman from Holland; or dia-
loguing with other church planters 
f rom Hong Kong, I realized that 
ministry is more similar than it is 
different, in all parts of the world. 
Unfortunately, only seven Breth-
ren in Christ women were in atten-
dance (compared with some 166 
Salvation Army women). The next 
conference will be held in Jack-
sonville, Fla., in April of 2000. I 
would encourage more women and 
their churches to make it a budget 
priority to attend. It will benefit not 
only you personally, but your church 
as well.—Submitted by Rev. Kath-
leen Leadley of the Orchard Creek 
Fellowship Brethren in Christ 
Church 
June 1998 Evangelical Visitor 23 
NEW WORSHIP CD 
. f I ^ . 99 
Beautifu IQti 
by Tim Day 
The prophet Isaiah wrote, "See, the 
former things have taken place, and new 
things I declare; before they spring into 
being 1 announce them to you" (42:9). 
Would you agree that we in North Amer-
ica are seeing some new things? A million 
men gathering in Washington to repent 
before God for the sins of the nation. Sta-
diums full of men, not cheering for a pro-
fessional team, but confessing their sins to 
each other and seeking reconciliation 
across all boundaries. Churches experi-
encing passionate renewal, with a hunger 
for God to revive his church. Cities like 
Colorado Springs seeing their churches 
work in unity and harmony to win their 
city for Christ. 
Here in the small city of Belleville, 
Ontario, there is a growing sense that we, 
too, are in store for some new things. My 
wife Liz and I moved to Belleville just 
over three years ago to plant a church. 
What I discovered upon arrival was that 
the city had a Belleville Evangelical Fel-
lowship for the pastors which met month-
ly, and that a few of the pastors met in 
small groups outside of this monthly 
meeting to pray together. It all seemed 
quite typical of a small conservative town. 
Then it started, slowly at first, but 
building momentum over time. It was a 
conviction that God was going to move in 
our city and that he was going to do it by 
unifying churches to work together in true 
harmony. Now this is something, I soon 
discovered, which would be highly 
unusual for this city. Belleville has a long 
history of bitter church splits. In fact, one 
Christian worker, who has been in the 
city longer than any other pastor, dia-
grammed all the church splits and it 
looked like the family tree from a deeply 
dysfunctional family. Regardless of its 
past, pastors and church leaders began to 
share that they were being convicted by 
God that he wanted to do something new 
in the city to see it won for Christ. 
Over time, new expressions of unity 
and hunger for God emerged: city-wide 
worship rallies; pastors' prayer retreats; a 
discussion group for pastors to hammer 
out a common understanding of God's 
Word. 
I watched as two things began to 
develop. One was a new level of trust 
and relationship. Pastors openly shared 
struggles and the strongholds they face 
in their worshipping communities, with a 
commitment to pray intentionally for one 
another on an ongoing basis. With this 
came spontaneous acts of care and sup-
port being shared among the pastors. A 
second thing to emerge was a growing 
anticipation that God was preparing his 
church to have a powerful impact on our 
city and region. With this has come for 
most (if not all) pastors a heart-felt bur-
den for reconciliation, unity, repentance, 
intercession, and a heart for the lost. 
Have you ever felt like God has a yel-
low highlighter? Through out these past 
three years, I have been studying the 
Scriptures, praying and waiting on God 
for his people in our region. Certain pas-
sages began to jump off the page. All of 
them seemed to express God's heart to 
see his people renewed and united to win 
their city. As 1 mediated on these sec-
tions of Scripture, songs seemed to natu-
rally flow out of them. This was some-
what unusual for me. I have been in-
volved in worship a great deal over the 
years, but have only written a few songs, 
usually in collaboration with another 
composer. 
The themes of these songs stretched 
from the prophet Joel's call to repentance 
to the Apostle Paul's declaration of "one 
Lord, one faith, ...one God and Father of 
all." Some songs called people to intima-
cy with God, some were more prophetic. 
Styles ranged from contemporary songs 
of celebration to modern hymns. Al-
though my own congregation began to 
sing a few of these original worship 
songs, I felt it best to simply hold on to 
them and wait on the Lord for direction. 
This past fall, another church in 
Belleville—Maranatha Church—began 
showing an interest within their own wor-
. | ir Scholarship 
\ 4 for the 
K \ % Youna Churc \ V * v g h Musician 
Sponsored by Congregational Life Ministries 
through its Music Trust Fund 
These scholarships of $200 are to be used for private music lessons. 
Eligibility: 
1. Applicant must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in Christ 
congregation. 
2. Applicant 's age must be 14 to 19 as of September 1, 1998. 
3. Applicant must be presently studying music, and must be participating 
in some way in the music program of the local congregation. 
4. Applicant must exhibit potential for assuming responsibilities in the 
area of church music. 
5. Recommendation by the pastor or a church musician must accompany 
the application. 
Application deadline: August 31 ,1998 . Plans are for the recipients to 
be notified by September 30. For a scholarship application, contact: 
Congregational Life Ministries 
P.O. Box 69 
West Milton, OH 45383 
Voice: (937) 698-6284 
Fax: (937) 698-1000 
E-mail: jbyetrac@prodigy.net 
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ship community in cultivating original 
song writing. They are the largest church 
in the city and have an exceptional min-
istry in music and drama. I had developed 
over the three years a close relationship 
with its senior pastor, John Visser, and 
so I shared with him that I had written a 
number of songs relating to our city. He 
suggested I share the songs with the wor-
ship leadership of Maranatha at a gather-
ing of their song writers. 
In the months that followed, what 
emerged was the conviction that the Lord 
was indeed speaking through the words of 
these songs and they were meant to be 
shared. As we prayed, we sensed that the 
Lord was leading us to record these songs 
and begin to share them. Connected with 
Maranatha was both a recording studio 
and a short-run publishing house. Also 
available were studio-seasoned musicians 
who volunteered to do the recording. In 
just a month and a half, with virtually no 
effort, everything had fallen in place. A 
combined worship team of singers and 
musicians were ready to record. 
To be honest, although everything 
went so smoothly, internally I found it 
very difficult. I would ask myself repeat-
edly, "Tim, who do you think you are to 
do such a thing!" I could picture people 
saying, "Graham Kendriks, Bob Fitts, 
Ron Kenoly—these I know. Who is Tim 
Day?" Yet, God faithfully sent people one 
after the other, sometimes completely out 
of the blue, to affirm and encourage me to 
take a step of faith. 
The CD is entitled "Beautiful City: 
Worship to Renew and Unite God's Peo-
ple to Win Their Cities For Christ." I 
praise God for his goodness and faithful-
ness. And my prayer is that this collection 
of worship songs will bless other Chris-
tians who have a heart to see the church 
unified and their local communities won 
for Christ. 
At the beginning of this article, I quot-
ed Isaiah 42:9 which speaks of God 
declaring new things. I find it interesting 
that the next verse states, "Sing to the 
Lord a new song, his praise from the ends 
of the earth." I believe God is doing a 
new thing these days, a new thing across 
our land, a new thing in Belleville and a 
new thing in the Brethren in Christ. May 
we sing to the Lord a new song, his praise 
from the ends of earth! 
Tim Day pastors the New Hope Brethren in 
Christ Church in Belleville, Ont. 
Also by Barry Callen... 
We are called to be "faithful 
disciples" in these "last days." 
285 pages S12.00 
God's grace "is at the center of 
the answer" to all questions 
we have about God. 
356 pages $14.00 
St 
ionding 
Help for people who need 
the healing touch of Jesus 
in relationships. 





n u t d l - T h o m p w ^ 
Rebuilding the way to 
healthy sexuality, relation-
ships, and identity. 
190 pages $12.95 
An easy-to-understand 
introduction to inductive 
Bible study. 
128 pages 58.00 
Order through your local Christian Light Bookstore 
or call toll-free (800) 253-9315 
Evangel Publishing House 
2000 Evangel Way • P.O. Box 189 • Nappanee, IN 46550 
VISA and Mastercard orders accepted 9806EV 
This is 
your story. 
SEEKING THE LIGHT 
America's Modern Quest 
for Peace, Justice, 
Prosperity, and Faith 
"In this engaging and very personal book, 
Barry Callen offers a provocative analysis 
of the 20th century in light of the values 
and ideals of America's founders. READ 
THIS BOOK! It not only helps to make 
sense of contemporary America, but it 
also signals the dawning of hope at the 
turning of the millennium." 
—Senator Mark O. Hatfield 
A Christian historian tells the story of 
the United States since World War II. 
In addition to 24 charts and 53 photos, 
this easy-to-read book traces how 
world events affected one high school 
class of '59 from northeastern Ohio. 
This book will appeal both to those 
who have lived through these decades 
and to younger persons who seek to 
understand the complex events which 
have shaped today's world. 
Hardcover, 379 pages S24.95 
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"Let's go!" 
by Donna Maltese 
On a beautiful spring day in early April 1998, 
the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 
portable canner arrives at the Christopher Dock 
Mennonite High School in Hatfield, Pennsylva-
nia. The trailer is set up on Friday and Saturday. 
With Sunday off for church, the workdays are 
scheduled for the following Monday and Tues-
day. 
Here in Hatfield, an old Mennonite tradition 
(with support from the Brethren in Christ Church 
and Church of the Brethren) continues. Local 
businesses, hog farmers, church members, stu-
dents, MCC members, and the community all 
work together for a common goal—feeding the 
hungry around the world. For two days, working 
from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. in two-hour shifts, 
hundreds of volunteers will can over 16,000 
pounds of pork. 
This idea of a meat canning program began after World War II, 
when members of the peace churches (or conscientious objectors) 
witnessed world hunger. Determined to right the wrong of man 
against man in war torn areas, a process of canning food that could 
be shipped overseas was developed. 
Today the portable canning unit is mounted on a flat-bed trailer, 
enclosed with fold-up sides. Three MCC volunteers—Mark Gin-
gerich of Indiana, Anthony Berry of Virginia, and Raffael Lichdi of 
Germany—operate the canning unit, traveling to 33 locations in 11 
states, as well as to Ontario, Canada, from November to May every 
year. At each location, a local canning committee purchases meat 
and arranges for facilities and volunteers. These local committees 
are the heart of the program. Eight towns in Pennsylvania host the 
canner each year. 
In Hatfield, a cool fresh breeze and sunny skies greet the first day 
of the canning operation. With spring in the air and compassion in 
the heart, volunteers prepare to meet the challenge. After donning 
blue smocks, long blue plastic aprons, and hair nets, these men and 
women stand by for orders. 
MCC worker Mark Gingerich shouts above the din of the 
machinery, "Meat, please!" Volunteers rush to dump 300 pounds of 
raw pork out of tubs and into the steam jacket kettles. Under 45 
pounds of pressure, steam heat is distributed around the kettles, 
cooking the pork evenly. 
"Two stirrers!" Mark yells. Two men with long white paddles 
appear and begin to stir the raw meat. Once the pork is cooked, the 
next order is given. "Hang up the paddles!" The stirrers hang the 
paddles back onto the hooks. 
Mark quickly scans the line of recruits and shouts, "Gloves on!" 
Each worker carefully removes a pair of big green rubber gloves 
from a bucket hanging near the kettles and quickly puts them on. 
Satisfied with their attire, Mark yells, "Rack, please!" 
A long rack is placed above the kettles and the canning assem-
bly line begins with the cry, "Let's go!" 
The first man grabs cans which are stacked up behind the kettles, 
Above: "More meat!" Below: The "fillers." 
Right top: The canning assembly line. 
Right below: The second assembly line. 
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blasts them with an air hose, and places them on the rack. The 
first fill pours meat into the can with a steel scoop. Across from 
him, a woman stomps the meat down with a steel stomper. 
Across from her, the funnel man cups his hand around the top of 
the can while the worker opposite him (the second fill) scoops up 
more meat and adds it to the can. The funnel man presses the 
meat down with gloved fingers and passes the can down the line 
to the final packers. They check each can to make sure it is full 
and has no meat hanging off the sides. The next worker seals the 
can and inspects its seams. Another person catches the can off 
the rack and hands it to another worker who stacks it into the 
basket. 
Steam is rising all around this team as they rush to complete 
their individual tasks. The smell of cooked pork permeates the 
air. Oh, but for a pork sandwich with 
some sauerkraut on the side! 
Twenty minutes after the initial 
call of "Let's go!" another cry is 
heard: "Ten more!", and workers 
count off down the line... "One, two, 
three, four, five, six... Four more!" 
At the end of the batch, 140 cans 
have been filled. 
"Gloves off." The big green rub-
ber gloves are taken off and careful-
ly placed back in the bucket. Mark 
yells, "More meat!" and the process-
ing cycle begins again. 
The round basket holds 140 cans 
which are placed in a pressure cook-
er for two hours. After another half 
hour of cooling, the basket is loaded 
onto a cart and taken to the next 
assembly line. This group of volun-
teers works quickly to wash, rinse, 
dry, and label the cans "FOOD for 
RELIEF —in the name of Christ.' 
The cans are numbered for each 
batch, placed into boxes, and loaded 
onto a truck. 
During one shift, four to f ive 
batches of meat are processed. The 
result is 560 to 700 cans of meat produced in two hours time. 
Each can contains approximately two pounds of cooked pork. 
During the entire two-day project, a total of 7,000 cans will be 
produced, providing 70,000 protein meals in third world coun-
tries. That's a big relief! 
When the shift ends, aprons, smocks, and hair nets are 
removed. After some refreshments—shoo fly pie, apiece cake, 
funny cake, and coffee or tea—volunteers stumble back to their 
cars with aching limbs. 
That night at home, with a full pantry, surrounded by a mul-
titude of comforts, we think, "Why haven't I done this before? 
Why haven't I given my time, effort, and money to such a wor-
thy cause before today?" 
In the end, we thank God for our blessings and resolve to 
approach the circumstances of those less fortunate with a "Let's 
go!" attitude. No more turning away. With strained muscles 
and the scent of pork buried beneath our skin and deep within 
our throats, we smile, satisfied that given the opportunity to 
help others, we took a "hands on" approach and are the better for 
it. As we drift off into sleep, our aching limbs sinking beneath 
the sheets, we murmur, "Next year, I'll work a double shift." 
Donna Maltese is a member of the Silverdale (Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church, where she serves as secretary. 
Photo p. 26 top and p. 27 lower: Charles Strouse, Perkasie, Pa. 
Photo p. 26 lower and p. 27 top: Donna K. Maltese. 
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Opening the 
Word of Life 
Setting our minds and 
hearts on things above 
"Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly 
things" (Colossians 3:1-2). 
Studying God's Word is a delight-
ful challenge. To do it well, so that 
one unders tands the meaning and 
application of the text, requires prop-
er study methods and proper tools. 
One simple but effective technique is 
to use several translations of the Bible. 
This is especial ly true since there 
seems to be a trend in the church 
toward using less literal versions. For 
the typical Christian who does not 
have a knowledge of the Greek lan-
guage, this can be a helpful technique 
in uncovering the nuances of the orig-
inal word. Recently, while studying 
the book of Colossians, I discovered a 
verse that illustrates this point. 
Typically, I read and study the 
New International Version. In the 
NIV, two phrases in Colossians 3:1-2 
are rendered, "set your hearts on 
things above," and "Set your minds 
on things above..." I decided that it 
would be helpful to study the Greek 
word which had been translated as 
"set." Interestingly, in the Greek, two 
different words are used. 
When Paul writes, "set your hearts 
on things above," he uses the word 
zeteo. Zeteo, usually translated as 
"seek," can also mean to worship 
God, or in a bad sense can mean to 
plot against someone's life. It con-
notes a desire, an endeavor, or an 
inquiry. In the second phrase, "Set 
your minds on things above," the 
word for "set" is phroneo. Phroneo 
conveys the meaning of exercising the 
mind—for example, to form or hold 
to an opinion, to be favorably dis-
posed toward a certain idea or ideol-




Our brother, Phil Brubaker, has 
written a thought-provoking and very 
helpful article on racisim in the April 
1998 edition of the Visitor. 
Lynn Thrush 
Chino, Calif. 
Zulu—A great children's book 
What a great gift Doris Dube has 
given us in her new book, Zulu. And 
the wonderful color illustrations by 
Tomy Ndebele are perfect. I was curi-
ous whether or not my young grand-
sons would be interested in this book. 
To my de l igh t , it is one of the i r 
favorite books to have me read when 
they come to visit us, just as Zulu had 
favorite things to do at her grandma's 
house. Adam is almost five, and he 
loves the story while his younger 
brother Trent, three and a half, listens 
quietly while I read it. Still younger 
brother Nate, just two, doesn't stay 
for all of it. But he soon will. 
D o n ' t mis s ge t t i ng your copy 
(copies) for your children and grand-
children. The appeal crosses cultures. 
Bonnie Frey 
Abilene, Kans. 
even to set one's affections on some-
thing (in the sense of being careful to 
be of the same mind; i.e., the mind of 
Christ). Most often one finds the word 
translated as "regard," or "think." 
The New American Standard Bible 
maintains the more literal meaning of 
the phrases: "keep seeking the things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your mind on 
the things above." Apparently, the 
translators of the NIV decided upon 
the word "set" to maintain a sort of 
para l le l i sm, which was p robab ly 
intended in the original. 
However, when I think of the word 
"set," I usually think of the ideas of 
f ix ing or es tabl i sh ing something . 
What Paul had in mind in the first 
phrase, though, is one's heart's pur-
suit. In the part of our human makeup 
which controls our desires and thus 
directs our activities, a Christian is to 
be focused on Godly things. Our 
affections, loves, and passions of life 
should revolve around the Lord and 
his kingdom. We are to pursue God 
and his righteousness. 
Secondly, our mental and intellec-
tual pursuits are to be geared toward 
understanding the revelation of God 
and how it applies to life. This is what 
Paul intends to say in the latter phrase. 
How often do we act before we think? 
How often do we involve ourselves 
in popular social, philosophical, polit-
ical, educational, and—can I say— 
religious movements without asking 
if they can or cannot be reconciled to 
the way of Christ? In this second 
phrase, we are warned against being 
non-thinkers. We are encouraged to 
so "se t" our minds on the th ings 
above so that we can think in a godly 
way, and interact with the world as 
his ambassadors, representing him. 
The next time you "set" out to read 
your Bible, "set" several versions in 
front of you, and you'll be delighted 
with what you will discover. 
Ed Kessler pastors the Free Grace con-
gregation in Millersburg, Pa. 
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Dear Paul, 
We have a children's game in this 
culture called "follow the leader." The 
kids have a lot of fun as they imitate 
one another while taking turns leading 
the group. 
As we grow older, fol lowing the 
leader can become more difficult for 
us who have been raised on a diet of 
ragged individualism. It seems extra 
hard for those of us who are Anabap-
tists. A "healthy distrust" of strong 
leadership seems to be a genetic trait 
that runs in the spiritual DNA of our 
Anabaptist heritage. 
Our church fathers and mothers of 
old certainly had good reason to be 
wary. Many suffered terribly f rom the 
abuse of power and authority. But a 
healthy distrust can quickly become 
an unhealthy disrespect as it degener-
ates into cynicism, suspicion, second 
guessing, and fault finding. 
Maybe that is why it is so hard to 
be a church leader today. While many 
of us in the church say we want strong 
leadership, what we really seem to 
want are leaders we can manage and 
direct. 
We want l eaders w h o will lead 
us.. .but only where we vote to go. We 
want leaders who will change things 
. . .as long as things stay pretty much 
the same. We want leaders who will 
challenge us to new heights . . .so long 
as we can remain comfortable. 
It would be interesting to see how 
modern Brethren in Christ would have 
responded to the authority of Moses, 
or Joshua, or David. The followers of 
those leaders did not vote on which 
way they were going on a given day. I 
am not sure, Paul, but do the gospels 
record any opinion polls or consen-
sus building that Jesus did concerning 
the direction of his ministry? 
f 
Even though we live in a different 
time, our devotion to the democratic 
method of spiritual decision-making 
may be unwise. In many biblical situ-
a t ions whe re d i rec t ion was deter-
mined by group consensus, the major-
ity often tended to be wrong. 
A strong majority perished in the 
f lood of Noah ' s day. The major i ty 
grumbled against Moses and wanted 
to return to Egypt. It was a majority 
vote (10 to 2) that doomed a whole 
generation to wander and die in the 
desert instead of living for God in the 
promised land. And surely we must 
not forget that the majori ty picked 
Barabbas. 
"If you think 
you are a 
leader and 
look behind 
you only to 
notice no one 
is following, 
you are not 
a leader, you 
are just out 
for a walk " 
Scripture would appear to teach 
that the wisdom of the group is not 
necessar i ly a lways super ior to the 
wisdom of a godly leader. 
We need leaders like you, Paul, 
leaders with direct ion. One of the 
l a w s of t h e r m o - d y n a m i c s s a y s : 
"When left alone, things tend toward 
deterioration and chaos." Leaders are 
not called by God to leave us alone. 
They are called to help us avoid the 
deteriorat ion and chaos that group 
inertia can bring. They are called to 
help us move in God's direction. 
We also need truly gifted leaders. 
John Maxwell once said, "If you think 
you are a leader and look behind you 
only to notice no one is fol lowing, 
you are not a leader, you are just out 
for a walk." Leaders must have the 
ability to move and inspire followers. 
But there are also those called by 
God to follow, and we too have a great 
responsibility. Without a spirit of true 
cooperat ion and submiss ion in the 
church, leaders can not do what God 
has called them to do. We the people 
must be willing to be led. If we are 
unwill ing, we can become like the 
people descr ibed in Judges 21:25. 
There came a time when "Israel had 
no king; everyone did as he saw fit." 
At this coming General Confer -
ence, we will be asked to approve and 
install new leaders in the Brethren in 
Christ Church. I wonder, Paul, what 
life will be like for them? Will they be 
good leaders? Will we be good fol-
lowers? There are times when I ques-
tion whether people really believe in 
following the leader any more. 
Please pray for us, Paul. Pray that 
our new leaders will make Christ , 
rather than consensus, preeminent in 
their lives. And pray that they will 
have a people willing to be led, rather 
than a people prone to wander and 
die in the desert while doing whatev-
er they see fit. 
Thank God for strong leadership, 
Paul. That certainly inc ludes you! 
May I display a godly spirit of "fol-
lowership" in my life. 
Willing to follow your lead, 
Onesimus 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by 
writing to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor, 
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. Letters to 
Onesimus may be published unless they are 
marked " Personal-Not for Publication. " 
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Fornkg our Mission tt 
And the 
answer is... 
by Jack McClane 
One of the readings in the daily 
devotional guide. Our Daily Bread, 
started with this statement: "Mes-
sages of judgment in an age of toler-
ance are about as welcome as a 
thunderstorm at a picnic." Let me 
keep the form and change the sub-
ject. "The exclusivity of Christ in an 
age of tolerance is about as welcome 
as gridlock on the freeway at 8:00 
on Monday morning." The preemi-
nence and exclusivity of Christ Jesus 
are clearly presented in Scripture as 
the central issue which will be in 
focus just before our Lord's return. 
As we observe the developing trends 
in our society and among the other 
nations of the world, the exclusivity 
of Christ as the only way to God is 
at the core of the debate. 
No one questions the need for 
answers to the human dilemma char-
acterized by poverty, violence, lone-
liness, greed, injustice, and conflicts 
of all kinds—personal, national, and 
international. Answers and solutions 
are advanced, but with only fleeting 
glimpses of hope, transitory at best. 
Some postulate that good education 
is the answer. Others promote the 
redistribution of wealth. There are a 
few who plead for one world gov-
ernment and Europe talks of a uni-
versal economy. Some misguided 
leaders amass armies and weapons 
of mass destruction to intimidate the 
world into compliance. Government 
agencies act as if you throw enough 
money at social problems, they will 
go away. And too many simply 
believe or act as though the accumu-
lation of personal wealth will answer 
all of their needs. 
As citizens of Christ's kingdom, 
we know better. We have experi-
enced the One who is the answer to 
the condition of the human heart, 
which is still the source of this 
world's misery. It was Jesus himself 
who said, "Nothing outside of man 
can make him unclean. Rather, it is 
what comes out of a man that makes 
him unclean. For from within, out of 
men's hearts come evil thoughts, 
sexual immorality, theft, murder, 
adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewd-
ness, envy, slander, arrogance, and 
folly. All these evils come from 
inside and make a man unclean" 
(See Mark 7:17-23). It is only as 
Christ cleanses the heart that we 
have the answer to the human dilem-
ma. He is the lamb sacrificed for our 
sins and sinfulness. He is the high 
priest through whom we pray. He is 
the resurrection for our eternal life. 
He is the bread on whom our spirit 
feeds and the water which quenches 
the deepest thirst. He is the servant 
of man modeling how we should 
relate to one another. He is the light 
dispelling spiritual darkness. He is 
the door through which we enter our 
heavenly home. He is our anchor in 
the midst of life's storms, the bright 
and morning star to guide us in the 
night, the way to God, the truth 
about God, and the life of God. In 
other words, Christ is the hope of 
the world, the answer to the human 
dilemma, and the security for the 
family of faith. 
Christ is the very essence of the 
Brethren in Christ Church vision 
statement. It is his church that we 
are planting and growing in North 
America and around the world. It is 
in his character and likeness that we 
disciple those who look to us for 
spiritual maturation and eternal 
direction. It is his truth that we pro-
claim as we send out missionaries to 
a gospel deprived world. 
Christ (his person, work, and 
word) is the very heart of the mes-
sage the church has offered the 
world since the day of its beginnings 
when the Holy Spirit was poured out 
upon that handful of fearful people 
on the glorious day of Pentecost. He 
was the message preached by the 
courageous and Spirit-filled Peter. 
He is still the answer for a lost and 
deceived world. Our ways of com-
municating that message are greatly 
increased from the days of the early 
church, but the message remains the 
same as does the promise that in him 
is life and life eternal. 
Thank God that we still have "this 
hope as an anchor for the soul, firm 
and secure." Our Lord may not be 
viewed by the world's systems as the 
true and complete answer to the 
human dilemma but it remains that 
he is. And the day will come when 
men and women of every era of time 
and in unified voice will proclaim 
that "Jesus is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father." 
Jack McClane is 
Executive Director 
of the Board for 
World Missions of 
the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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Discipleship for the fefffi Century 
Train up a child 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
The tragic happenings in schools 
scattered across the United States in 
the early months of 1998 urge upon us 
the question. "What is happening to 
our children?" One would hope that 
these are widely scattered incidents 
which, because of their dramatic 
nature, receive a disproportionate 
amount of attention by the news 
reporters. 
But one cannot so easily dismiss 
these events. In a recent conversation 
with a retired teacher whose son is a 
school administrator, I was told that 
hardly a week goes by without some 
kind of threat to the administrator, 
either from students or parents. These 
threats may not all refer to physical 
violence, but the report is worrisome. 
I hear people say that there are 
many situations in which the teachers 
or administrators deserve the threats 
they get. Without defending nor in-
criminating school officials, can we 
not agree that there must be some way 
other than to resort to anger and vio-
lence to resolve difficulties or vent 
frustrations? 
What has happened in the minds of 
our kids? When young teenage boys 
pour a volley of gunshots into a crowd 
of schoolmates, something is terribly 
wrong. The rising tide of violent be-
havior among younger teens and chil-
dren should cause us all to take notice 
and change some things. 
I'm not going to pose as one pos-
sessing explanations and answers. 
Aberrant behavior of one sort or anoth-
er predates this generation and this 
century. We can decry guns, television, 
parental absence from children's lives, 
drugs, parental harshness, or absence 
of the Bible from our schools. There's 
plenty of blame to spread around. That 
would not be helpful. Most of us pre-
scribe remedies which reflect whatev-
er we feel we personally have done 
well, ignoring our own shortcomings 
in the process. 
Our hearts ache for the parents and 
others responsible for the rearing of 
children who perpetrate violence. The 
burden of grief and self-blame they 
bear is unimaginable. So let's not add 
to their misery by pointing fingers of 
blame. But let's look at a few things we 
might all do to improve the rearing of 
children. 
DEMONSTRATE to them that 
they are a priority to us. This needs to 
happen early in the child's life. For 
many of us, it will require changing 
some basic things, like couples decid-
ing to live as a one-income family, or 
parents curbing their own consump-
tion of personal recreational pleasures 
for the sake of spending quality time 
with their children. Demonstrating to a 
child that he is important requires pro-
viding him with more than all the toys, 
videos, or designer clothes that money 
can buy. An emotionally rich child will 
thrive despite a shortage of material 
things, but no amount of material 
goods will compensate for emotional 
deprivation. 
TEACH them early about right and 
wrong. The popular notion that any-
thing goes or that they'll learn it even-
tually is being proven wrong before 
our very eyes, right in our school envi-
ronments. It's time to change. 
REDUCE the content of violence 
they witness in their entertainment. 
This requires something more positive 
than shouting from the kitchen that 
they must change the TV channel. For 
Let's avoid focusing upon 
questions about what's 
wrong with our children. 
We'll help the children 
more if we admit what's 
wrong with us—their par-
ents and grandparents— 
and make the life changes 
necessary to correct the 
training our kids are get-
ting in their own homes. 
some, it should mean removing the TV 
from the home. For others, it may 
mean spending time watching pro-
grams together while helping the chil-
dren critique what they see against 
what they've already learned about the 
value of people and about right and 
wrong in relationships. Beware of set-
tling for the message that the good 
guys come out on top by being 
stronger or more clever in their use of 
violent methods. That's not the right 
message. 
MODEL loving relationships in 
their presence. The growth of a plant 
depends upon the characteristics of the 
soil in which it's located. Far too many 
tender young children are emotionally 
scarred by the conflicting of their par-
ents. Even if they escape damage, their 
training is deficient of the powerful 
example of love overcoming all obsta-
cles. 
MODEL non-violent living. Our 
children need to see demonstrations 
of this in our day to day life. How do 
we relate to our neighbors? A profes-
sion of nonviolence is belied when our 
children hear us expressing violent 
thoughts toward someone who has 
angered us; or if they hear us applaud-
ing prowess or gallantry in war; or if 
they hear us advocating the nuclear 
bombing of national enemies. Think 
about the impact of a child observation 
of a parent's enjoyment of violent 
sports, such as boxing or wrestling, or 
of violence in movies watched. We 
adults have a lot to do with shaping 
the thinking and behavior of the chil-
dren in our families and in our com-
munities. And we do it—mostly un-
aware—in subtle, yet powerful ways. 
As we grieve the behavior of some 
children, let's avoid focusing upon 
questions about what's wrong with our 
children. We'll help the children more 
if we admit what's wrong with us— 
their parents and grandparents—and 
make the life changes necessary to cor-
rect the training our kids are getting 
in their own homes. 
"Peace is not only a destination— 
it's a style of traveling" (author un-
known). 
A regular columnist, Samuel Brubaker is a 
physician who lives in Arcanum, Ohio. 
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by Bob Verseput 
I am the proud parent of a five-year-
old son and two-year-old daughter. As 
parents know, we often observe in our 
children many examples of trusting, 
compass ion , forg iveness , and 
unconditional love that we can 
relate to our own lives. Yesterday 
was one of those special times as my 
son, on the evening of his second day of 
kindergarten, was able to ride his bike 
for the first time without training wheels. 
For a five-year-old who is over four 
feet tall, is often taken for a second or 
third grader, and whose preferred mode 
of t ranspor ta t ion until a couple of 
months ago was his hippity-hop, this was 
a huge deal. 
As I lay in bed last night, I was over-
whelmed by the many parallels of my 
involvement in liberating my son into 
the ability to ride a two-wheel bicycle, 
and my own involvement in showing 
Christ's compassion by helping women 
and their children change their lives. 
A bicycle for a child means indepen-
dence. But it is a seemingly insurmount-
able task to simply hop on and ride a 
bike for the first time. As a loving, car-
ing, and worrisome parent, I offered a 
helping hand by install ing training 
wheels. This gave him his first taste of 
independence, being able to go faster 
and farther than ever before. After sev-
eral weeks, the training wheels began to 
bend and his reliance on them lessened. 
Eventually they were bent so much that 
they were almost never touching the 
ground. When I pointed this out to my 
son, and he also realized they might not 
be needed any longer, he agreed for me 
to take them off. After exiting the garage 
with this "new" bicycle, void of any 
extraneous assistance, he bolted up the 
driveway and around the property as if 
he had been riding a two-wheeler for 
years. Freedom! 
For a short time, my son needed assis-
tance that only I could provide. I offered 
him the type of help that he could accept 
and use to help himself. 
Many people around us need assis-
tance for a short time—help that only 
we can provide. Our shelter offers hous-
ing to newly-homeless women and their 
children, women who accept the assis-
tance given in Jesus' name and use it to 
help themselves. Soon they become 
more and more self-sufficient, relying 
less on our help. Freedom for them is a 
new life of independence, free from 
assistance from others. Just as my son 
will now be able to help his sister 
through the process of learning to master 
a fearsome task, so too the women who 
pass through our shelter are able to be a 
source of encouragement to others. 
This example parallels Jesus' exam-
ple given to us in the New Testament. He 
instructs us to reach out to others with 
the earthly assistance that we have to 
offer. And when it is given in Jesus' 
name, it compels the recipient to want to 
know more about this God who moti-
vates our compassion. 
As I repeatedly prayed with my son 
during his learning process—thanking 
God for the bike, the training wheels, 
and now the ability to ride without 
them—he has learned that what we have 
comes from God, and that God helps us 
learn, grow, and take control of our lives. 
As we show unconditional acceptance 
and love to others in need, offer our 
assistance in an empowering manner, 
and continually acknowledge that we are 
compelled to be compassionate because 
of our love for Jesus, others will want to 
know more about him. Then, and only 
then, can they realize eternal freedom. 
Bob is Managing Director of Pacific Life-
line, in Upland, Calif. He and his wife Mau-
reen also served as volunteers at Timber Bay 
Children's Home in Saskatchewan and at 
Lifeline in San Francisco. They are members 
of the Upland Brethren in Christ Church. A 
stoiy about one of the women who received 
assistance at Pacific Lifeline is on p. 13. 
Moving? 
Please let us know your 
new address at least 
three weeks in advance. 
The postal system 
charges us 500 per copy 
for returned magazines... 
and you miss a copy of 
the magazine. 
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